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truths bora ever been to mddenly aod exteiuiveljl eoh 
Imiced, as the eonmercia) iUssions of Mr. Law, or A« 
reveries of Peter, the Hemit ? 



SECTION II. 

: Tlie diffnnon of Chriatian knowledge is one thing i 
tkecwodatioiK^ Bibles aodTestaiaents another. Were 
H certaia, or evea probable, that the former would keep 
pace with the latter, Bible Societies ought to be hailed 
as the best bertehotors of menkiDd. There is, however, 
reason to apprebeod, that the labours of the Society will 
produce at home less fruit than is expected, or fruit in 
Mbundance, but ota'potsatnut quality, &ad be almost 
iibproducttve abroad. The Hibernian Bible Society 
tell us, in the, first appendix to their e^hth report, that 
the great object th^ have proposed to themselvesj is 
that of " Bsakiog the Bible an inmate of every house 
and cottage in Ireland." But this object, if attained, 
can be valuable, <mly by leading to a more remote one 
— that of conTerting the Catholics, and enlightening the 
lower class of Protestants. The circulation of the 
Bible may, perhaps, form an important ingredient in a 
plan for promoting Christian knowledge ; — as part of a 
lystentf it might be indispensable ; but it may be fairly 
doubted, whether it will, of itself, promote in any sen- 
siUfl degree the cause of religion and virtue. Indeed, 
if a sober and enlightened Christian were to follow the 
Scriptures into every cottage ; — to read them for its iQi 
habitants, where they could not read for themselve»— to 
expouad them fully and clearly — win the attention of hit 
hearers to the truths be delivered, from an uadue 
anxiety about their temporal concema ; — were he to rer 
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pevt WtTHite regMlvl^,«t.iibart.uitflvuH wid pattnwrn 
ia tiwMn tor ysara ;— 'Hien Mdeed tto caaw of relif^MW 
truth would be effectually pramsled sifMHf' (the Pmta^r 
ants, .aud perhaps among the Catholics also, provided he 
had first converted the priest of the parbh. But no 
provbion is made .l^r expoivdiqg the Scriptures to the 
people by comment, or oral instruction. This is the 
radical defect of the ploa. The comaoo 'Usertioa, that 
Ae BiUe is suited to all agas j capaeities, and Btationsif 
life, is not true, er true ontyina vtcyveslnc^dfienGtt 
or all books, it ia pwhops tbe most difficvOt. TUeif 
natural and imavoidaUe. it is the wmik Of 4iSe$eai 
men, vriting in different kgee, afid eii v^wy '■rmtottSL 
Some of its boobs are the most aneieAt sDinpaMtKMie'aD- 
tant; and none of a later date tfianitibefirst'csoteryof 
the Christian era. They were writtea W a. oomtpy for 
reniote fnom western Rarope, whpfe duiate, so^, ani- 
mal and T^etable productions are strikingly ' co^Tfiated 
with our own: while tha laws, rauuflirB, «iistoins, civil 
and military instfttttioBS, opinions, aad form fut govtrm- 
ment of its iwhabitanits, discover asaiicely .«iny Teseau 
Mance to those with which we areiu^quaintodj All thmft 
circumstances powerfully indueneed their language, and 
produced modes of spefibing, -aUmiMis, an^ iauges, ob- 
scure or unintellig^le ta die peasantry of <nqdem: £iir 
rope. Besides, the glowing ifaaginationflfithefsnstcra 
nations was ddigbted with a style higUy figwaAive, <and 
indulged without restraint in -the boidcst airtapham. 
allegories, faypeHboles, and amf^ifications. But neeesK 
si^, as well as choice, wo^ lea^ tbe mitevs ^Qf <the 
CNd Testament to adept a style higUy figurative^ as 
that alone colild enable them to poor <;ut their ez^diuipnt 
conceptions, in a langnsge deficient in cofMoueness. 'The 
want (tf-appKaprjate words w(M|ld besuppUed-l^nwAfr- 



' |Ato^ 'tJm idraa lloffiitrifH uDauutineAted ^ ^xWiMi 
afetf^B. Bfsst-*f tlt«0e4DBrcMi>f oAtimty-snvdlDiMil 
to the <N<1«^ Ntw Temmeot^ wUk ilA IkHbt M( 
soata fi^cidiar to ttnltl Its «bctreBrie UDM{%nea^<l«» 
ettttrtieil pbrta^Ogif^ nre^afeDtly dsrken tire tidiBfaiii^ 
IriKhustiH ftirther ofawuM Ixf IMbre* ididiHk^ "HiUk 
Mich the Grdek M 4h« New T^cslateABt et^ei^ ^r*iM« 
BboundB. Now alltfaeM>4iaBaMtte^ «Ucktliii*8nNNl 
reader must eacounter in the ori^nal languages of the 
Old and New Testament, are bithfully transfused into 
our authorized version, while many others spring up 
from the natural imp^fefrtlo^ bf translation. Accord- 
ingly, it ia only by long and severe study, that men of 
the beat uaderstaadingtt ehlargfed by l^Mti&f ibtA tfSd- 
n^ CMi bcl^irfite an Bdeqtkhte kavwlMge bf the Sacred 
wntwga. Hflfr t9t*Ay does it haffpent that mA 4f fe^hi 
miads, and waatf literary illtainbieiltsj in si^ raak of 
life, (ktive, by (heir own wMMtUerf dflbi^ nSKhaMbroi* 
atton frdn tbwb 7 A*d wf 11 it be seriausly mhibta&elh 
thttt th« contracted mind of an ^[ttoHyrt'^asatat can^ H 
the shart iet^Tals Of a life of lab6ur, read find compic^ 
head, itt any tolerable degree} the " high taport" bf 
thete subline and saajred Kbdb, whibh have given fnH 
employment, ft>r lacceaitVe ybnirs^ to Da|ncittet of the 
highest wder, eqjayiag unbrohsh leisntv, imprbved ^ 
tMrHn» knowledge arid aniiBBtod with ftrvent piety { 
TfiB eapposition seems Id! be ridt only unfeandedj faaC 
ntiselHavout. Ittendsto wilflihold) from the lowiareltai^ 
tbM Kligioys iattractioni trbtdi migiht iMfaitrw^ be km 
'{Mrted to thetft) in a iriort e£icient fohn<, by the' hntaHDVt^ 
of the higher dvdcrs. If the mraaherB oS the Bibtd Sdt 
ciety, for itfeWnoe-, were periuadedt that the ohm* aC 
residue iraih eobid not be mdcb pntiaoted aanng ttaa 
petfeaBtry, by ilm dnrd cfamdirtite of Billies aad Tcrt» 
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BMntB, " wjtltout iK>te>or eommuat/' they would, dovW' 
leM, deTuenore^eacioasinodesof inatruetion, wUcb 
tUr BO^e fimdi. would enaUe them to carry into ex*> 
•tfion. The BiUe makes thoBo who read and ondw- 
Vtand it "wis* unto salvations'' iMit of the poanirti?, 
^ cannot read^ and seareely any con underrtaad. The 
Mweis rich, but the peasant wutte skill to work it, and 
Wiag'to hgit^ inestimable treasures. 



SECTION III. 

- Thttt'the Scriptures, '* without note or comment," are 
too obscure for the generali^ of nuakind, has been 
uiferred above, fi-om the nature of tbe thio^ antecedent 
to experience: but, that the experience and'ObBervo- 
tion of maakind lead to the same conclusion, tbe Hntory 
of the OhiAvb, in all ages, but jparticuWly 'fllmie the 
Beformation, abaodantly testMies. Not to 'jnentkin tbe 
various sects among the Jews, and their discordant opi^ 
nions, which they professed to derive pt-ineipaUy from 
Scripture, though partly &om tradition, surely their 
gross raisconceptioo of the character of the expected 
Messiah is a strong tact, demonstrating, that -a whole 
nation may.&il'.in dsooveving the sense of the sacred 
)imting^,'evenon.B.sab|ect<of paramount ioterett. Tbe 
authority of .the apostles, tbeawelves eould notpreveDt 
some of tbe first Christians from " wvesting the Scrip- 
tures to their own destruction." The 'fint centuri» of 
tite Christian era presnrt to our view the endless con* 
tention8> of rival see^professiiig to^derive 'their -re- 
apectiveoptnioDsfrop'theisourcesofholy writ. These 
ooBtroveniee were maiotuiied,- both!' parties lappeaUOK 
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to tlie Scriptures with equal confidence, till papal 1loin«j 
in the plenitude of her power, produced an apparent 
conformity of sentiment, by suppressing all discussion: 
but, after the trumpet of lUformation sounded in the ea^ 
of Europe, and men reflected with shame and surprise 
on the degrading servitude which had chained down 
their understanding for so many ages, the mind, recorcr- 
.ing its energies, and rallying its powers, dared ond 
more to think and to reason. The spirit of papal usurps 
ation Red before the dawn of returning light — the BiM^ 
re-appeared, and resumed its authority over the con- 
sciences of Christians. In opposition to the Church of 
Rome, the first reformers loudly and justly asserted thi 
right of private judgment, in expounding the Scnp> 
tures. Duly understood, there is no right more certain 
than this ; but, anxious to emancipate the people from 
the authority of the Roman pontiff, they proclaimed K 
without explanation or restriction, and the consequences 
were dreadful. The private judgment of Munzer dig- 
covered in Scripture, that titles of nobility and large 
estates were " impious encroachments on the natural 
equality of the failhfol," and invited his followers " tii 
examine the Scriptures, whether these things were so." 
They examined — praised Giod — and proceeded with 6rh 
and sword to the extirpation of the ungodly, and the 
seizure of their properly. Private judgment, alaoi 
thought it discovered in the Bible, that established laws 
were "standing restraints on Christian liberty;" thai 
the " elect of God were incapable of sinning," and 
may innocently obey all the propensities of their na- 
ture. John of Leyden, laying down his thimble, and 
taking up his Bible, surprised the city of Munster, 
at the bead of a rabble of frantic enthusiasts, proclaimed 
himself " King of Zion," and ran naked through the 



lireelt, vociferating, -Uiat " whatever was highest on 
csrtb shouU be brought low, and whatever was lowest 
ihoald be eRalted." To keep his word, he made the 
coBiiDon executiooer his minister of state, and the mi- 
luster of state his commoa executioner. ImproTing on 
the esample of the patriarchs, he " took unto hint" 
fourteen wires at once, affirming, that " polygamy was 
Christian liberty, and the privil^c of the saints." But 
}t the iagitious madness of foreign peasants, interpreting 
tie BiUtfor tbewtseheSf be afflicting to the friends of hu- 
manity and rational piety, the history of England| 
-dnring a considerable part of the seveateeDth century, 
fkfiers little to console them. In that place aad period 
cotinUess eotbaaiasts sprung up successively and con- 
tenporaueoualy, endued with ektravagant doctrines and 
noxious ptopensitilss, in various degrees, fr<Hn the wild 
fayings of Fox to the methodical madness of Barclaji; 
from the tbrmidalile fanaticism of Cromwell to the dri- 
TcUing impiety of Praise-God-Barebenes. Piety, rea- 
son, and common sense, seemed to be driven from the 
world to make room for canting jargon, religious frenzy^ 
and fiery zeaL All quoted scripture, all made pceten- 
aions to illuminations, visions, revelations, and illapsea 
4>f the Spirit, and the pretensions of all were equaUy 
well-founded. The e^iediency of abolishing the cleri^ 
cal and regal functions was strenuously maintained ; ' 
*' priests being the servants of Satan, kings the dele- 
gates of the whore of Babylon, and the offices of both 
ioconsbtent with the kingdom of the Redeemer/' Coo- 
vinced that intellectual improvement is the greatest 
enemy to fanaticism and religious imposture, the ruling 
zealots denounced learning as *' an beatbenish inven- 
tion," and the " universities as seminaries of anticbrist- 
IBB impiety." The sanctity of hla office was oo proteo- 
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II 

tiM -to itM )H»)»t|9^ Ibe 8aei»&itKB of miyesty i^ de- 
teMAelb«'l«Hg: botb wef e ece&d at, deuounwd, and 
^aally «iHiE4iei«d by nercUees ifonaticB, wbeae only book 
uma Ibe BiUie, " witfawtt oots or .conuoeut." At this 
Hme ifra^tr, APd )»fl«cliw^, avA readuag ihe ScrytlureSf 
V8M at tiwir bei^t:— eneiy raan prayed; ewry mant 
p0eacli«ii ; •etwry nma tWH^ and «o nan Uateood. Iq 
tiM wligiane.dramai lall Tpne ^peri<HweiB,— tbei% was no 
audienm. : gatipAuie attbiaity ww plfta^ed for «xei^ 
flteoci^-. The ordhMiiy btsfoese of life was transacted 
iB'Sarip4«rs laagu«g«. Words fif U^ and sacred uqr 
jnortmne poUutcrd by4be^SW li|w of ignorant entbur 
•iaatft. Id eoriptuiw ]riM«»e vw« discMaeed tiie uotcrnal 
■Uteiof Abe BM^jiMid it* exton)arr«lat)D[it, la titH 
kK^ua^ «f tcriptwie icw^piwcuas were forioed, pro- 
8a-^>UoBa fd«>a»d, towfow ^atched^ and bj- scripture 
a«tbqHtiee tbcy 'W.w« Bu&t W% jUBtilie^, but cpnucrated, 
" To 5»ar teot^ O IbtwH" was the rebel war-wboop. 
Th« nehel officer adsafed bjs meni tAat, a« " doaiiidoit 
wds foqaded in gmw, <be Lord irould deliver the Pllit 
liitinss iBtoihcir haads." This baraqg^ie wae anawored 
1^ tile geamTaX. aboMt — *' Let >» foUow our Josbva, and 
amite tke uogodly with ikp »dge of ^ sword," Tq 
n^s way Ar " ibe kiugi^m ^ ChrieU" ths constitutiaq 
WBB Eubverted, tbs dbarob dis^treyed, the throne over- 
biFMd, and ths whole fraote and textur« of aociety rent 
aid diasolred. 



. . SECTION IV. 

These historical beta hove often astonished the good, 
and alarUed (he pioHs. EDgro$sed by such feelipgs> the 
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reader too often overlookB their awful moral-^that "the 
Bible, without note or comnieHt/'is unfit for the perusal-t^ 
the rude and illiterate. Misunderstending its neaping:, 
and misapplying its precepts^ they will employ it to cohB' 
tenance every ruling passion, and aaneUfy every fiirourite 
vice. What has happened before may happen agaio^ 
and, therefore, the Bible Society are called upon to 
pause, and calmly reconeider their plan of religtotw ia- 
Btruction ; lest, instead of pure Cbriitianity, they circu' 
late hypocrisy, fanaticism, and impious delusion, amoRg. 
the lower classes of society. The BiUe ought to be 
approached, even by the wise and learaed, wiih aa 
humble sense of their own limited capacities. It is the 
charter of our salvation ; the great depository of the 
divine commuilications ; the awfol code, which the Go~ 
vernorof the universe has issued to-direct the coaductiof 
his rational creatures, whom it addresses, in every pagv^ 
bs free agents, and responsible subjects, and ^whose be- 
lief of the great truths it reveals is made the test of 
their allegiance, and the foundation of their hope. lis 
doctrines, never contrary tp reason, are sometioies above ' 
it ; its truths, generally deep, are sometimes myateriotta, 
but always important. So that the cAroroeter and maUer 
of the sacred volume afford an additional pr»ofo£ the 
impropriety of placing it, indiscriminately, in the hands 
of men, whose minds are necessarily rnde and uneulti- 
vated. If they receive it, will they read it f If they remA 
it, will they understand it ? If they read and misunder- 
stand it, what will be the result ? These questions 
honestly put, and steadily examined, by the light of rea- 
son, history, and observation, may check the Bible Soci- 
eties in their incautious career. 

Yet bow cAen do we hear it asserted, -that the BiUe 



la silitud to all ages, cApacities, andsita&tioi»;--tfaaC 
*' be may run that readeit;" — that no revelation can 
be obscure ; and - that the affirmatire of the propositioD 
implies a contradiction. This opinion, generated by the 
clash orcontending interests, has been transmitted from 
father to son without examination. In the struggle be-> 
tween the see of Rome and the first ref<u'mers, thediam- 
pions of the former strenuously maintained, that ike- 
Holy Scriptures were not intended for the use of the- 
laity, but that their perusal was reserved, exclusively, 
for the clergy, or teachers of religion, and that the. 
c^rch, or its organ, the Roman pontiff, was invested . 
with the sole right of interpreting the sacred writings. 
As every prospect of reformation would be blasted by 
the admission of this doctrine, the reformers, in opposi- 
tion to it, strongly and justly maintained the right of 
private judgment in expounding the Scriptures : but, 
impatient to undermine the foundation of papal jurisdic- 
tion, they maintained it, without any limitation, assert- 
ing that ever^ individual whatever had an undoubted right 
to explain the Scriptures for himself. The principle, now 
extended too far, was no longer tenable ; so that it be- 
came necessary to fortify it with another, namely, that 
the Bible is an easy book, level to all capacities, and 
that the greatest perspicuity is the necessary character 
of a divine revelation : but, neither single nor com- ' 
bined, are these principles capable of resisting any seri- 
ous attack. The right of private judgment, indeed, 
properly explained and restricted, is incontrovertible : 
it is the great basis of the Reformation, — the rock, on 
which it stands, which can never be shaken, but by being 
misunderstood. But, in the principle itself^ two things' 
are implied; ^rjf, that some judgment really exists in 
. the individual ;. secondlj^, that it is, in some reasonable 



iagi»ef.eamtunkaM« to tbe difficult of Ae-snlacMiotf 
iriHch itis employed; If the jibl^meat does- not-«slrt 
bC aU^M in the case of idiots ftD(lraadiiieii,UierJght<W«ti 
mt: saitt. If it exists^ in »n inade^aate dc^free, aM<i|K 
tare—the sub|ect:on iMlueli it iseiterted — wiU eitbtfbfc 
not lUdentOod^ ov miaDndnrstood. Inthe fiirmercatB^ 
time will be tfarowO' aMray ; in'tbe latter, itwiU be dutK 
gorOiuAy eiaployed. Now, what sort of right that is^i 
wtiicbjirlMn eSertedj Leadt tdtbe ircctiMvable Joatf <tf 
tiwe, or todaD|^, whose exteabutddurbtioil'no btuaial 
cf« can foresee, I. submit to ttie'determinatibn ofitbA 
g«adonen, wfao' write rctnrttfand'adtfareMasfiirike'BiU^ 



SECTION V. 

Ijet us now consider the aBBumption, that perspicuHy 
would necessarily be thecharacter of a divine revelation* 
Indeed,. had a revelation never been g^iveD^ had it been 
only promised by the Creator, and expected by tbie crea- 
ture, manN curiosity would, in the interval between the 
l^miB^ and its accomplishment, prompt him to hazard' 
various conjectures respecting its nature and qualities. 
Among other surmises, it would probably be advanced, 
that all communications, from God to man, would be so 
clear, that'their import could never be mistaken ; that' 
(jod could find'no pleasure in puzzling his creatures; 
and that an obscure revelation would be unworthy of* 
bim, and indeed no revelation at all. This reasoning, ' 
wliile the world was yet expecting the promised reveUr 
tioB, miglit pass for specious argument ; but now that 
the revelation has been given and recordtfd, it ii bbtli 
presumptuous and absurd. What ! shall man dare to 



infl»r, frdm bis pra-conceiwd naUonffof tii«-D^tJp, dfv 
character of a revelation, ipreadout betbrehim iirlegtu 
bfe cHaracteri ? Pfom what he thinks it aught to be, he- 
mast not infer wbat it is; butj having read'it, andtbnt' 
put its obscurity or clearness to tfae test of' experiment, 
Iw ought to conclude thatj sncb as he finds it,, such it ' 
ought to be. The writer of these sheets can affirm tbati 
OQ putting the Bible' to thistest^ by a careful perusal be 
fihind it, collectively taken, one of the most difficult' 
books be ever read'; andthat this character was appli- 
cablie, though in different degrees, to every part'of it' 
not purely bistorical: With him this experiment is de- 
cisive; it convisces him, that God, for the wisest pur«- 
poses, intended that the book of bur saltatioiT should be 
di&cult in proportion to its value. The obscurity of the- 
scri{>ture prophecies is universally acknowledg^ed,- but' 
tfciey are as universally allowed to be divinely revealed-; ■ 
no Christian, therefore, can deny that a revelation, ss 
such, mat/ be obscure. St. Piter expressly tells us, that- 
there are some thiAgs ia St. FanPs epistles "hard to- 
be understood," and that many persons "• wrested tUem' 
to their own destruction."' Here We have the express ' 
authority of an apostle fAr maintaining,- not merel;^' 
that revel&tion may be obscure, but thut, in -gome plckces/ 
it actually- tf so : — an authority subversive at once of -the" 
argument of those who infer, that a revel&tion is inteifi- < 
gible to the meanest capacity, because it comes from Grod. 
We learn, also, and it is an awful lesson, that these pas- 
sages of Paul were:wrested to the destruction of the 
" unlearned and unstable." The latter being men of no 
steady principles of religion or morality, and yielding, 
of Course, toevery viciousi^ulse,' wA'e' sedtMftd^i by 
th'6 sophistry of" the pasflfonfr, inte'aARsapprebensfiMiiofs 
the meantAg-oftteapesti^, whiGfaif>dtlent4^eatfg;fttiM^i 



witb a sincere desire of religioiu improTeoKpt, mig^t 
bave embled them to compreheod. The unleamedfUa- ^ 
able to penetrate through the diflicutties of the text: to 
t^e apostle's meaning, and yet determined to make the. 
attempt, tortured his words into wild nonsense, or sense 
more impious. Forgetting that no suitable education, r 
no previaus habits of intellectual exercise, had prepared 
their minds for serious study, they presumed to rely on 
their own private judgment, and thus wrested, not only 
these passages of Paul, but *' ALSO the other bcbiP' 
TJiRES to their owd destruction." Yet these men, who 
thus perverted the seose of St. Paul, and that of the 
ofher inspired writers, were the contemporaries of the 
apostles, and spoke the language' of the New Testament ' 
and septuagint version. Asiatics themselves, they were 
familiar with oriental idioms, oriental images, with the 
figurative style, and bold amplifications of the eaetera , 
nations. And shall it be said, that illiterate peasuils, . 
distant two thousand miles from the country, and nearly 
two thousand years from the age of the apostles, will . 
not grossly pervert the meaning of the sacred oracles, ■ 
though reading, them without oral or written expluia- 
tiou, through the medium of an English version, .of two 
hundred years standing, scrupulously literal, andthere-. 
fore retaining all the difficulties of the original, and su- 
peradding others? 



SECTION VI. ' 

EntfaouaBm is a bardy plant, the growth of . every age 
uid icUmate.-. Evei7 form of reli^on, Pagan, Maho- 
Q^etan} and Cbrbtian, bae'it8,eatbusiBBtSj who have been . 
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luifornty bidd in Veneration by tlie ignorant and weak, 
and pitied or despised by the wise, the learaed, and tbe 
tmly piouH. Ferbape it is not wooderfal that the; 
should firid their way itite the bosom of the Established 
Church, and evfen into many of its pulpite. Of all the 
members of tUe Elstablishment they are the loudest for 
the circulation- of the Scriptures among tbe multitude 
" withqufaote or comment." This is very natural. Per' 
Bundad' that human reason and learning can never 8uc< 
ceed, in unfolding the meaning of the sacred oraclefe, 
they rely (m supernatural agency alone for understand* 
lag 'Scriptural truths. In their judgment, reason is a 
blind gui<k, and learning, instead of smoothing the way, 
perplexes and obstructs the progress of tbe " serious ' 
Christian." In the apprehension of these gentlemen, 
therefore, all that is wanting, for understanding the 
Scriptures, is a competent portion of self-abasement 
and ignorance, on the part of a man, with a Bible to 
read ; God will do the rest. Those who agree with 
these modem puritans in tbis opinion, are right in ex- 
pecting the happiest effects from the circulation of the 
Scriptures among thelower orders. Tbe majority, how- 
ever, of the members of the establishment, will, it is 
hoped, still continue to think, with the greatest lumina> 
ries of our church and nation, that reason, improved 
reason — is the only interpreter of the sacred writings. 
Man has been sentenced by his Creator to a life of toil 
and drudgery, and the sentence extends to his mind as 
well as to his body. He must cultivate the ground fftr 
his corporeal — the mind for his intellectual tbod. His 
proficiency in every scieuce is proportioned to the skill 
of his instructor, the time, toil, and talents expended in 
the study of it. In literature and tbe arts it is the same. 
In ever^ trade, occupation, and profession, manual dex- 



terity, br inteUectual excellence, can be ac<iaired only by 
previous discipline and long habite of bodily or mental 
action. Bat are deep etudy, patient investigation, and 
the vtgoroUB exercise of reason necessary to tbe attain- 
ment of all human knowled^ ; and will the knowledge 
of ourselves, as fallen creatures, as moral and responsi- 
ble agents, — will the knowledge of God, of his attri- 
butes, of his will, of the doctrines be inculcates, of tbe 
duties he prescribes, of his precepts, promises, exhorta- 
tions, denunciations, and of his whole scheme of redemp' 
tion^ — will all this knowledge— deep, various, and sub> 
lime as it is — be extracted from the Bible by ignerant 
rustics and mechanics, unassisted by oral or written 
' elucidation i It would be highly desirable, that the pea- 
santry of Ireland understood and respected the laws of 
their country more than* they do at present; yet no so- 
ciety has yet started up, with the avowed object of dis- 
persing among them cheap editions of Blackstone, or 
Coke Littleton, "without note or comment." A compe- 
tent luiowledge of natural philosophy, astronomy, me- 
taphysics, and political economy, could not fail to hu- 
manize their minds, lessen their taste for nocturnal de- 
predations, and quench their thirst for blood ; yet no sa- 
gacious reformer has yet come forward with a proposal 
for circolatii^ among them, Newton, Laplace, Locke, 
Smith, or Stewart, '* without note or comment." Why i 
because these books would not be read, or read to some 
useless, or pernicious purpose. This applies, with infi- 
nitely -greater force to the Bible ; for, as it is the best 
of all books, its perversion is proportionably dangerous. 
Beware, then, how you entrust tbe Bible indiscriminate- 
ly to the multitude, and then abandon them to the li- 
centious glosses of their own wild imaginations. The 
Bible, being the great receptacle of divine knowledgej ie 
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difficult in proportion to its importance; This is wisely 
ordained, and strictly analogous to the general dispensa- 
tioBs of Providence. Labour is the lot of man ; it is the 
price we pay for every temporal good — for those objects 
necessary for the comfort and well-being of our bodie8,and 
for our most valuable intellectual acquisitions. And why 
should it be presumed, tfaat-the knowledge of things di- • 
Tine must be of easy attainment ? The obscurity of the 
Bible answers many good purposes ; it affords the no- 
blest exercise for our improved reason : as the study 
of it is obligatory on all, who have sufficient leisure, ca- 
pacity, and literature, the diligence 'or remissness of 
those who are qualified to peruse it are put to the test. 
Occasion is given for the exercise of many of our best 
virtues : our patience, our perseverance, our unremiU 
ting attention, our reliance on the divine aid are exert- 
ed in overcoming the difficulties of scripture, as well as 
in surmounting the various other obstacles which ob- 
struct our march to Christian perfection, in this ourstate 
of probation and moral discipline. Human leamilDg de- 
rives its greatest value from its powerful subserviency 
to the elucidation of th^ sacred writings ; but where 
there is little obscurity, there is little room for elucida- 
tion. Besides, it is the nature of man to disregard 
what is of easy attainment ; he considers it comparatively 
worthless; but highly prizes that which is the fruit of 
patient toil, or persevering research. Thus one great 
cause of the difficulties of scripture is found in our very 
constitution. They also bring into action an import- 
ant class of our relative duties — the zeal and prudence 
of the learned and wealthy in communicating religious 
knowledge, and the docility of the poor and ignorant in 
receiving it. As the latter want time and capadty for 
eg 
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aprofitablejierusalofthe ScriptnreB; wbiley by tbeir la- 
bour, the former are enabled to live in opulence and lei"- 
sure, favourable to mental cultivation, it becomes the 
bounden duty of the one class to convey scriptural in- 
struction to the other, in a Jartn suited to their capacitia, 
and of the latter to receive it with humble gratitude, and 
• treasure it up in their hearts. To instrnct the ignorant is 
the precept of Christ, and is certainly more difficult than 
to put Bibles or Testaments into their hands. It is, how- 
ever, the duty of the higher classes, and they ought not 
to flinch from it. The peasantry are capable of religious 
improvement to all high degree, if proper means be em- 
ployed. Oral instruction should be used to a considera- 
ble extent, in teaching them Christianity. They should 
be taught to read and understand plain English with 
telerable ease : then oral instruction should be aided 
by summary views of the doctrines of our religion, plain- 
ly written, clearly arranged and extracted from the 
Scriptures by men of sound heads and honest hearts. 
Interesting narratives, grounded on scripture history, 
written with clearness and elegance, and leading to some 
useful moral, or illustrating some important doctrine, 
should be put into their hands. Well-written &bles 
might be made the vehicles of pure morality and fervent 
piety. Select extracts from the Scriptures themselves, 
with short explanatory notes, and an occasional para- 
phrase, may be judiciously introduced into the poor man's 
library. To these should be added new editions of the 
Book of Common Prayer, with a commentaryannexed to, 
each gospel, epistle and psalm. These works, for obvi- 
ous reasons, diould not want the inferior advantagtiEi of 
good paper, a good type, and well-executed prints ; and 
the leaven of Calvinism ought to be excluded wiUiscru- 
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pnloub care. With snch trealises thelower class ofPro- 
testants ehould be regularly supplied. As to the Catho- 
lics, any such attempt is perhaps premature. 



SECTION VII. 

But still it will be Baid, that this is to set up authority 
in opposition to private judgment — the great principle of 
the Reformation. But, by the plan proposed, you do not 
endeavour to extinguish or overawe the private judg- 
ment of the peasant, but to awaken his torpid mind into 
action, by furnishing him with materials, on which his fee- 
ble faculties can work. You lay before him, it is true, 
your own views of Christian truth, honestly and consci- 
entiously extracted from the Scriptures for his use ; you 
invite him, as he values his highest interests, " to read, 
learn," and act upon them ; but you leave him at full li- 
berty to receive or reject them, in the whole or in part. 
You do not extort bis assent to your doctrines by whip- 
ping, fine, imprisonment, or pillory. You do not press 
them on his belief by star-chambers, or inquisitions. You 
do not erect yourself into an infallible jud^, in matters 
of &ith ; and hence infer, that authoritative dictation is 
your right, and implicit belief his duty. You leave him 
to the exercise of his judgment, such as it is, and look 
forward with a hope of seeing that judgment gradually 
improved, till at last it may perhaps be profitably em- 
ployed on the Bible itself. Surely, then, it is a gross 
abuse of words to say, that there is in this any undue in- 
fluence, any attempt to subdue or stifle private judgment, 
find set up authority. You leave him at full liberty to 
reject or adopt the doctrines of your religious tracts : 



tlier«fore hit adoption or rejection of them is an act of 
l|ii own judgraent. You do not threaten, you donotter- 
rify, you do not cooBtrain ; in fact, you do not exert, or 
even claim any authority at all. The Church of Rome, 
resting on its infallibility, claimed a right to interpret 
the Scriptures, not only for the whole body of the laity, 
but for the clergy themselves individually. This was and . 
ought to be resisted. To admit it, would be to sacrifice 
the sacred and unalienable rights of reason and consci- 
ence. Of every man dult/ qualified for the study of the 
Scriptures, it is at once the right and the duty to de- 
rive the doctrines of Christianity immediately from that 
source : nor, perhaps, ought the perusal of them to be 
interdicted to any person whatever, hovrever ignorant. 
A tribunal appointed for enforcing, the interdiction 
would be liable to constant error, in deciding on points , 
so nice as the capacity or incapacity of individuals, and 
its tyranny would soon become a greater evil than that 
which it was intended to remedy : besides, it is harsh 'm 
the extreme to say to a poor man, you shall not read the 
Bible, however desirous you may be to do so. But there 
is a striking difference between not allowing him to read 
the Bible, and not giving him the Bible to read; between 
taking it from him, and putting it into his hands. The 
plain practical rule is, — neither give him the Bible, nor 
take it from him ; but giye him such works as are above 
described : if he has the Bible, they may guard him 
against the wild licentiousness of interpretation ; if he has 
not, they may make him a meek and peaceable Christian, 
instead of a turbulent and dangerous enthusiast. Trust 
not to his own reason, to his private judgraent; he has 
none ; or, which is sufficient for my argument, be has not 
epough : and therefore the Bible should not be industri- 
ously put into his hands, because it is tpo i>bs(:urp for hi^ 



mde understaadji^. This is the coDclmjpn, to which we 
' are equally hurried, whether we consider the aDtiquitj 
of the sacred writings ; their figurative language ; their 
.Oriental idioms ; their highly-diversified style ; their sub- 
ject matter ; the important ends answered by their ob- 
scurity ; the analogy of the divine dispensations ; the 
numerous sects into which Christians have been rent ; 
the torrents of fanaticism which have swept away civil 
and religious establishments — while all these sects, and 
all these fenatics, appeal to scripture for a vindication of 
their, opinions, and a justification of their atrocities. 



SECTION VIII. 

But this argument, it wiU be said, proves too much ; 
ibr it goes to shew, that the Bible is unfit for the perusal 
of the learned as well as the illiterate ; because the former 
as well as the latter have misunderstood and perverted 
it. That men of cultivated minds have sometimes mis- 
taken the sense of particular passages of Scripture is 
admitted : but, this only furnishes an additional fact 
against those who maintain, -that it is easily understood. . 
It is also admitted, that the wise and the learned have^ 
in some instances, wilfully perverted the sense of the sa- 
cred writings. This again exemplifies only the per- 
verseness of men blinded by their passions, and deter- 
mined to support a commodious, or ^ourite hypothesis. 
But from neither admission does it follow, that the well- 
infonned ought to be discouraged fromstudying the Scrip- 
tures ; for this would be to maintain that men, quoted 
for its profitable perusal, ought to be discouraged trom 
vsing the Bible, lest they might abuse it. The blcssiDg^of 



Bgoodedacatioti, by creating fn them a capacity of profi> 
tebly reading the Scripturea, has imposed an obligation 
to read them; biU to the pea»<ant, as the blessing has 
been denied, the obligation does not extend. He cannot- 
vse — he Diuat abuse the Scriptures.' His duty then h not 
to read the Bible, for which he is unqualified ; but 
to derive his religious information from more accessible 
sources. This seems to be the natural order of things, 
and no rash attempt should be made to reverse it. Tbe 
bulk of mankind must be content to glean up their infor* 
nation from others; they cannot approach the great 
sources of knowledge ; they most receive tbe most inh 
portant truths at second hand — on the authority of those, 
■who derive them more immediately from tbe fountain 
head. Tbe practical truths of medicine, Ian;, morality, 
physics, and mathematics, though ofconstant application 
and indispensable necessity, are confidently acted upon, 
every day, by a vast majority of our fellow creatures, of 
whose own researches into the depths of these sciences 
they are by no means the result ; but adopted on the aur 
thority of men, who have devoted their time and talents 
to the cultivation of these various departments of know* 
ledge. With respect to Christian knowledge, the same 
process has in general been observed ; and where it has 
been departed from, in any considerable degree, society 
has been shaken to its centre. 



SECTION IX. 

But the principle, which is always at work in counter- 
Bfitingthe progressive improvement of the human species, 
is— the &ailtyef man iA forgetting the lessons of past ex* 
perienec. Afier^ne or two generations pass away, n 



enrtsin is &^pped, which hidea irom our view tke fellies 
and lufferings of our anceattwt. The causes or oceaBi- 
ODsof these sufferings are no longer remembered, orBUp^ 
posed to be divested by time of their maligmint nature. 
The fanatical extravagance, indeed, which deluged Eng- 
land with blood in the 17th centurj-, was too well re- 
membered for some years after the restoration, when men, 
emulouri to express their abhorence of the dreadful per- 
versions of Christianity, rushed with desperate blindness 
into the opposite extreme of rank infldeiity and bare- 
faced profligacy. But now, after the lapse of more than 
a century, that religious extravagance, with all its hor- 
rors, and the subsequent infidelity, which sprang from 
its root, are almost forgotten; and men even labour to 
persuade themselves, in opposition to the fullest and 
clearest evidence of history, that these enormities were 
uaconnected with the abuse and perversion of the sacred 
writings. Hence the hopeful project, pompously avowed, 
of placing " the Bible, without note or comment," in the 
hands of every wretched cottager. The pure text it- 
self, unincumbered with human, and consequently follible 
glosses, is to be spread out before him ; he is to be re- 
signed to his own unclouded sagacity and unperverted 
judgment ; every thing earthly, which could mislead 
that sagacity, or bias that judgment, is to be scru- 
pulously excluded; till his mind, fraught with genuine 
biblical knowledge and pure theology, condescends 
to return to the ordinary occupations of an Irish pea- 
sant. What a delightful prospect does this bold out 
to the *' gospel preachers," who have imported into 
the pulpits of the Established Church the charitable 
doctrines of the school of Geneva i Ireland now, alas ! 
the land of sinners and transgressors, resuming her 
long lost pre-eminence, will again be hailed as the island 



of sainle! Her fields will be cnltivated by ragged, but 
profonnd divines: while the refined workings of tJie Spi- 
rit, and clumsy operations of agriculture, relieve each 
other in edifying s 



SECTION X. 

But, leaving the " gospel preachers" to the enjoyment 
of these bright visions, may I be permitted to ask the 
other clergymen of the Established Church, who are mem- 
bers of the Bible Society, and in habits of reasoning, 
ivhether they have considered a certain consequence, to 
which their favourite opinion directly leads ! If the read- 
ing of the Bible be able to produce those happy effects 
OQ the peasantry, so confidently anticipated or presumed 
in every page of the Society's reports ; — if the Bible 
alone, " without note or comment," is to convert the ua-; 
believing, to reclaim the profligate, to enlighten the ig-: 
norant ; if its perusal is so eminently calculated to 
chase away superstition, and error, and vice, from the 
minds of the lower orders, and to propagate the unadul- 
terated doctrine and pure morality of the gospel ; will 
not men begin to conclude, that, after. " the Bible is made 
tbe inipate of every house and cottage," the necessity of 
retaining a religious establishment, or even a clerical or- 
der« will cease to exist i If every man has a Bible, if be 
can read and understand it ; and, which cannot.be ques- 
tioned, if the Bible, so read and understood, can " make 
him wise unto salvation," it inevitably follows, that tbe 
clergy are not an essential part of a religious community. 
Some may contend, for a while, that though not necesfm- 
ry, yet they are to a certain degree useful or ornamental ; 
but, in the progress of investigation, it would soon be 
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jdiscovered, that prayers may be read, and sacraments ad- 
ministered without them, and that the Bible is an excel- 
lent Bubstitute for the sermons of modern doctors. Nor 
would it fail to occur to the new reformers, that the pro- 
perty of the church, if secularized, and placed at the dis- 
posal of his majesty's ministers, would form an important 
item in the ways and means for the current year, and en- ' 
able the chancellor of the exchetjuer to move for a re< 
peal of some of the most oppressive taxes. The cler^, 
it would be said, are public funclionarieg; but when 
their functions become useless, those, who no longer 
profit by their instruction, should not be burthened with 
their support. All this, and more, would be said, and a 
better reasoner than an " evangelical minister" would be 
aorely puzzled, if called upon for a full and fair refuta- 
tion of these irreverent doctrines, on the principles of 
the Bible Society. In truth, it is principally because 
the Scriptures are' very voluminous, and very difficult, 
that a necessity arose of instituting A distinct order of 
men, prepared by long discipline and severe study for 
the important duty of collecting, exhibiting, expounding, 
and illustrating the doctrines and precepts of the sacred 
writings. But let the public be once convinced, that 
tinkers and dray-men are qualified to search the Scrip- 
tures, to overcome their difficulties and ctunprehend their 
doctrines, and all respect for the clerical order is that 
moment at an end. , They will be considered an excre- 
scence of society, which ought to be topped off.' In point 
of &ct, accordingly we -find, that the more enthusiastic 
sects either have no spiritual teachers at all, or none re-^ 
gularly educated tor the ministry. The Scriptures, tbey 
conceive, have no difficulties for ihem; they do not stand 
in need of human interpreters ; they derive their know- 
ledge from an higher and purer source than any earthly 
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i«aclier. Nay, some entbuBiastB, soaring above tlieir fel- 
lows, or rather, arguing more correctly, have rejected 
the Bible itselfas unnecessary to men fevoured with im^ 
mediate revelation. Let it be particularly observed^ 
that those enthusiastic sects, now so rapidly multiplying 
in various parts of the United Kingdom, and stilt more 
in America, are in general illiterate peasants and me- 
cbaniCB, who can barely read and write ;--^that they ttave 
the Bible, and particularly its obseureit parts, almost en- 
tirely by rote — and have as great an antipathy to " notes 
and comments" on the sacred text as any Bible Society. 
Surely then it may be prudent to consider, whether the 
operations of these societies are more calculated to swell 
the number of those rapturous and enlightened worship* 
pers, or to fill the chlirchea of the Establishment with so- 
ber and pious Christians. Tome it appears, that their 
immediate tendency is to empty the churches and Gil the 
conventicles J and their remote tendency, toputdowntfae 
former altogether. 



SECTION XI. 

But the wildest visionaries are by no means the most 
dangerous. There is little ground of alarm in the pro> 
gress and practice of the peaceable quaker, the self-de- 
nyiag shaker, or the harmless dunker. The &naticisni 
of these sects is tempered with some ingredients, which 
reader it almost innoxious. But beware of the active, se- 
rious, plodding, proselyting enthusiasts, whose number, 
already formidable, is annually augmented by thousands of 
con-verts from the Established Church, with which, how- 
ever, they still maintaia some loose connexion, or hollow 



oUiance, ivhich diEgQi^es their hostility, or covers their 
appfoache». Of these, however, the CalviniBtic branch ia 
iafinitely the more dangerous ; both are strenuous advo- 
cates for making" the Bible an inmat? of every cottage" 
in the united kingdom. With what view ? Mot, certain- 
ly, with a view of making converts from Methodism to 
the established religion ; but with that of making the 
peasantry of the Establishment good Christians, i.e. 
staunch roethodiets. As to the Roman Catholic peasaat- 
ry, ibey know them too well to expect any converts fimn 
that quarter. To them they have a thousand times read' 
the Bible, on foot and on horsebdck, and preached and 
prayed, and groaned without effect. What, thereffwe^ 
their own spiritual labours, aided by the Bible, foiled to 
effect, they despair of being produced by the Bible alone : 
or, through a special interference of Providence, should 
a Catholic peasant be converted by a Protestant Bible, 
they know that the new convert, unless stopped by a 
fresh miracle, would join the communion of the enemy, 
not of the friend of tithes — of the methodist preacher — . 
not of the parson of the parish. Full well, aleO} they 
know the peasantry of the Established Church. They 
have accurately studied human nature as exhibited in 
low life. They know, accordingly, much better than the 
lords spiritual'and temporal of the Bible Society, what 
nse the poor Protestant will make of bis Bible — tliat he 
will dwell but little on the easier parts, and muck on the 
more obscure^ — that bis taste will lead him to the prophe- 
tical books, the Revelation of St. John, the Epistle of 
3t. Paul, and all the most abstrusepassages, — that his un- 
derstanding will be overpowered, and hie fancy kindled, 
— that imagination, iincontroUed by reason, will exert 
all her creative powers, — that for him Inspiration will 
' draw the curtain, which hides irom this world all the k- 
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tirefB of the next, — and, while in this blissful Btate, that 
he will hurry off to the next congregation of inspfred 
Christians, and animate their jaded devotion with his 
new-born raptures. 



SECTION XII. 

. That every man is too prone to overrate Iiis own capa* 
city is an acknowledged truth. For this infirmity no hu- 
man remedy can perhaps be found, but in a philosophy^ 
at once profound and humble; of which the narrow li- 
mits of the human mind, and its constant liability to er* 
ror, even within these limits, is perhaps the last as well 
as the most humiliating lesson. Accordingly, this prin- 
ciple of our nature is most vigorous in uncultivated minds, 
which, unused to discussion, encounter few difficulties, 
and therefore suppose thei« are few difficulties to en- 
counter. We trace its incessant operation in the whole 
conduct of the lower classes. We find it in tbeir asto- 
nishing credulity; in tbeir no less astonishing incre- 
dulity; in their slow reception of the most useful im- 
provements submitted for years to their observation ; 
and in every action of ibeir lives, however absurd. 
They believe the grossest falsehood, because they think 
themselves competent judges of the strength of the evi- 
dence ; they disbelieve the clearest truths because they 
are judges equally competent of its weakness ; and they 
reject the improvement, because they sometimes rely on 
their sagacity and judgment, even more than on their 
senses. This overweening confidence in their own judg- 
ment is a fruitful source of error, and a serious obstacle 
to the improvement of their condition : yet this .danger- 
ous delusion is evidently encouraged and cherished hy 
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ths mistalien policy of the Bible Society. How a^ea- 
bly muBt the eetf-love of the poor man be flattered by 
tfce opinion of that' respectable body pronouncing him 
qualified for the study of the sacred oracles, " without 
noteor cotitnent?" The homage, thus paid to his under- 
BtaoSing, is enough to turn his head, even without the aid 
of hk biblical lucubrations, — before his gross blunders 
and'wild interpretations of the sacred text produce thetr ' 
Datura) efiect on hia bewildered mind. Certain it is, 
tiiat this principle of self-confidence, uncontrolled by 
educMion, exposes the peasant, who scarcely suspects its 
existence^ to the tyranny of every favourite passion. and 
pmjudice ; predisposes him to receive, as indisputable 
truths, all the illusions of his own imagination, merely 
because they are his own; and, combined with his igiio- 
nuice, produces in him that frame of mind, which is, of 
aU others, the most unfit for the perusal of the Scriptures. 
To put the Bible into the hands of such a man, is to 
*' cast pearls before swine ;" — to put a sword of high 
price into the hands of a lunatic ; — to convert the graci- 
ous means of salvation into an engine of destruction t 
The gross familiarity of blind, ignorance with revealed 
wisdom, is to be seriously deprecated. 



SECTION XIII. 

. The truth is, the Bible is already too much read by 
Protestant peasants, and too much neglected by Protes- 
tant gentlemen. Among the latter accordingly we find, 
ttiat honour is too frequently substituted for morality, eti- 
. quette for religion, gaming for reflection, and gallantry 
for devotion ! The sportiman's caleoder is read ; the no* 
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Tel devoared^; tfae pU; addiired ; tin ^Ue BMrdy t<ri«^ 
rated! Thos reli^oua ignorance, whicb shoaU bol; far 
found among tfae beasts that pernh, rises insintd 6f tfa^t 
groBsness of its nature into Ibe highest r«gionE of rank' 
and bahion, from ^hkh it sheds its bl^htiog toflaeiNei 
on.aU the suhordinate classes. What a perverse andinM 
consistent being is man t Those who can uad«Ytandtiiff> 
Bible seldom read it, and crateat themselvea with r^ttita^ 
mending it tothose.tHioeaiiDot; whUr, those, to whom' it- 
is reciMnmended, often read, it with aridity,, aeldon trndov" 
stand it, and generally pervert it to their' own destruc^- 
tion! How hare the spiritual and tHnporal interests aP 
men, how has the cause of heareo and earth been injured, 
by the religious apathy of the opulent and learoad I 
This apathy is the first stage in the road to infidelity. 
The human mind seldom rests in a pMture of indi&ren^: 
it soon presses forward to a state- more animated ; and' 
that, which at first was mere disregard of the word' 
of God, soon becomes determined hostility. Corriiptioa' 
of principle, and prc^igaey pf manners, rapidly succeed, 
and«re imperfectly concealed from vulgar eyes by the' 
artificial veil of refinement. Thecontagion descends from 
the peer to the commoner, and is propagated, through 
all the middle classes, till it reach the meanest peasant, 
who, unable to purchase the refinements of vice, content- 
edly wallows in all its grosaness. Hence the various 
forms of wretchedness, which scourge a profiigate pea- 
santry, and deform the face of society : for much of this 
moral and physical evil the higher orders are responsible. 
Their relaxed morality is the chief source of the disease. 
Tbe vicious example of the greatandmighty of the land 
acts, with irresistible force,on the mean and ignorant: but 
let the higher ranks empl<^ their ^ cultivated min'ds^ and- 
ample leisure in studying the Scriptures— let rationalnM- 
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.j{»b become the appendage bf exalted rank-^Iet genuine 
Ibietjr taet Us toild lustre over worldly grandeur — let the 
«|»Ulieht ktad learned strive frith each othet in the purity 
of thfeir moAls^ and the extent of their beneficente, 
inore than in splendour of equipage, foree of eM-^ 
^aeaee, o^ eirteht of et-dditioH ; ttnd more frill be d6tit) 
ill ten years for ^e moral, religious, tkrtd tetopsr^l iut« 
provement of the lower clnsseBj than c«ii be eflMted Itl 
i, century by the labours of the Bible Sbciety. Tfie Itii- 
flone of example at^ ititelligible to the mearteet capacity. 
^o the uneducated mind precept i8 not MwayS cleai- ; 
and, when it is, its in&uenee is too frequently feeble ; be- 
cause, perhaps, it savours somewhat of dictation. Pre- ' 
cept, however, and example united, when both are good, 
seldom fail to produce the happiest efiects, provided tfae 
former be clear, and tfae latter illustrious. The sum and 
substance of religion Judiciously extracted from the sa- 
cred Scriptures, with due attention to clefirnGSS and ar- 
hingemetat, and cit^ulated, amdng the Common people, 
at the expense of a really pious and vit-tuoub nobility aHd 
gentry, would eDlighten their minds With true knowledge, 
and effect that change, in their moral codduct, whibh all 
good meii so earnestly desire. The doctrines itid pre- 
(iepts of Cbt-lstialiity, ejcemplified in the lives of the high- 
*f oMers^ and adapted to the comprehettsioA of the lower, 
trOuld rekindle the religious principle, where they might 
•fltad it extinguished ; cherish it, it-here still aliVe ; and 
pt«vi0nt it from sinkiUg into superstition, or blazing intb 
iHithusiasm. But were the Bible as easy as it is difKcult, 
Otlll it would be a Work of chat^ty to condense its do6- 
trthes into a short and well-art^nged system, and spire 
ibebewlldet^dpeasantthelaboarofpUshinghist^aearchea 
tiirtugh BO visi a Votnnie, and such multifarious matter, 
fOr the purpose of cbllecting and arranging for bims^. 
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It is cruel to set him adrift, in his own little bark, oji the 
unmense ocean of Revelation, without etar or compass Ux 
guide him. Yet thb is, in other words, the avowed ob- 
ject of the Bible Societies. An educated man, unacr 
quainted with revelation, may obtain a clearer view of 
the whole phristiap scheme, from a small duodecimo 
Tolume, read iu a few hours, than he can from the Bible 
in as many months. This holds iqcomparably stronger, 
with respect to the uneducated peasant: from such a, 
work he would derive more religious knowledge in a few 
days, than he could from the Bilile during bis whole 
Wfe. . 



SECTION XIV. 

That the Bible is adapted to the meanest uuderstandi 
ing — an opinion taken up at first, .without due examinar 
(ion — is still retained, because men ar^ disinclined to sub- 
mit, to a severe scrutiny, the truth of an opinion long 
and fondly cherished. We think it harsh to be called 
upon to renounce opinions, for which our ancestors had 
once strenuously contended. If their opinions be right, 
we maintain them because they are so ; if wrong, we via- 
dicate them still, on a principle of honour. Perhaps the 
spirit of opposition to papal B,ome still operates in som^. 
degree. But surely, if the popes and cardinals of the 
16th century contended that no layman, however wise or 
^med, should he allowed to read'the Scriptures, that is 
DO reason why the Protestants of the Idtfa century, should 
insist that every layman, however stupid or ignorvnfy 
should be invited to read " the Bible, without note o^ 
^mi^ent." Looking for truth between (hese estrf meo. 
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both equity seDseless, the modern ProteHtant ought to 
declare, that all who are capable of understanding it, 
and no other, are in duty bound to read it; but, at the 
same time, that its perusal should, in no ease, be inter- 
dicted. 



SECTION XV. 



Every established church must, in the nature of things, 
b« an object of jealousy or dislike to those who dissent' 
from it. Men hate to be periodically called upon fm* a 
portion of their property, for the support of a system of 
doctrine and discipline, of which they disapprove, and 
from which they are unconscious of deriTing any benefit. 
From an establishment, therefore, as from an incum-. 
brance^ they wish to be relieved ; and would set up their 
own system, in its place, or have no establishment at all. 
This is quite natural ; and, to censure a dissenter tor it, 
is just as reasonable as to blame him for being a man. 
It' is, however, sufficient to justify some suspicion and 
vigilance on the part of the Establishment. 'When, 
therefore, we behold a great association comprehending,, 
not only members of the church, but dissenters of every 
denomination, acting together, in close union, for years, 
ill promoting a certain specific object, and that of a re- 
ligious nature, such an extraordinary moral phenome- 
non not only excites our curiosity, but suggests the -po- 
licy of investigating the probable consequences, to the 
cburcb^^tablishment, of such an unnatural union. Let 
UB attend to the tacts of the case. The dissenters, if the 
British aod Foreign Bible Society did not originate with 
Dg , - 
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them, were foreoioet, <»■ among Um foremoe^ to pn» 
forward with tbeir Bubscriptions and c«atribution». Ia> 
filading: the Cmlviniats within the fa\« of the EstaUidi' 
meat, who are, substantiaUy, though not nomiaaUy disir 
senters, they are the most active members of the instt' 
tution, and forward its views with an alacrity and zeal, 
which caBt into the shade the more slow and measured 
proceedings of their brethren. The *' evangelical mi 
nisters," particularly, are indeftitigable. With an oblig- 
ing frankness they tender their services ae secretarits 
to the difierent Bible Societies ; and never forget to in- 
fona the public, th^ tbeee wrvi«es are gratBitou. 
Witii an mriva, wUck neitter sicknaH can cbatroctf or 
fansMen can damp, Ikejr Make loag joainiM^ they OW' 
nin aflUiatcd branobei^ and Bibte ataociatiMB ; keJEm 
tba fomcr ot whiek thc^ nake long speockes in scrip- 
ture ^nase, ami befbr» seme of the latter, often ctmsirt- 
tag of feaalw, they read awfbl narrattres of provUn- 
titi Interfeffences, ef tudden conversioBs wrought «■ 
low ptoAigates by dort pa««age& of Kriptare, together 
with •Mtt'OirJUcn letters of thanks, fm^ tomictt, M^' 
soitMig ofderata Botany Bay, ocfcnowledgiBgtbe receipt . 
pf BiUe* awl >TestaneutB, and imploring Uenng* ok 
Bible SocietiM. IW the parent society, and her aanw- 
roua progeny, they draw Bftedifyii^rBparta, in whitbi ■ 
piwciag eye can ocrawanalty ^scoyer the hatfoblitwatri 
inA of Catvunsm. In ganiiag new members Sot th 
pareBt assoeiRtion, or its aaxiliavy brmnches, their ef- 
jfisrti are inn«BiittiMg. Tbough rqieatedly fepolftd) ' 
(key ttill retava to the charge ; and it is scHrc«47 «'* I 
fkrany nMa,iatkeaidiUcni»k of li&,.'tiiircfnelusna«» 
fmi sukseriptioB. Ha in plied witb wbai aad wriN* 
t^tplUatmu, csdievtatioMy imitstioBfl to attvod Kkt* 
fnot«ty neotiqga; awl^ if tbea* fiul,witk BiUeaMitt)"*! 



porta, politely ftnd gralaitoualy aent for hii pemsal. 
If'he atiU holds oat, hiseharftcter is gradually and de': 
Ikat^ whispered away; and he soon finds himself re- 
gutted, by maiiy nf his neighbours, as "one of your mere 
moral taea, — an enetay to the Bible and rital religion.'* 
Indeed, it ia not ancominon to hear it asserted, fi-om the 
pulpit, by a " gospel preacher," that no firiend to Christ- 
. ianity would witUtoM his mite from an inetitntion, whose 
ot^ect ie the general " difiiision of the word of God ;" 
and diis unwairantable and ttngenerous sophism ia 
echoed in the reports of the Bible Society. To elici^ 
from the poor, part of their hard-earned pittance, penny- 
a-week societies have been instituted; and so well bai 
tlie prcject succeeded, that the parent association boasts, 
in its reports, that tiiese miseraUe confederMies are fre- 
quentfy more prodnctrve than the aaxiliary branches ftt 
tite same districts. These pentiy-a-weelc confaributiou 
are likely to be considered, in a short time, as inftllftd« 
passports to beaTen, among the lower class of Prates* 
tents, as indulgencies were, fbrmerly, among the Roman 
Catholics. Be this as it may, these numerous aseoeia- 
troBsgTve the Calrintstic ministers opportvMties, eagerly 
9tmed, of mingling erery where with the mass of tM 
Protestant population, wirich they impress with a cenvic- 
tios of their own extraordinary piety, by mataifeslationk 
of raperior ceal in circulating the Scriptures. TfaeM 
pifblie meetit^ lead to closer intimacy in prj^te, and 
Ifce iaSuenco, ftus acquired over men'e minds, is daily 
confirmed aed extended by (he most dexterous mmaxts 
BMHt Tb tile ^ blessed labours of th« gesptd minis- 
ten," accor^ngly, the tower dass of protestants ahlKMt 
vfttvereaUy aserfte '^ the great regen e r a tion" which, 
Aey are Uu^ht to befiere, is about <o take place in Ao 
w«rtd. WKhout them (he Bftle '^ocitrty, it is aSrmetl, 
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would either not exist, or its operation be lugJiid «Dd 
ill-directed : they are the main siting wjbich g;ive8 mo* 
tion.ud effect to the whole machine. — The bishop, the 
deans, and the lords, it is whispered, would lougconUAue 
to Glumber on their couches, regardless of the spiritnal 
.wants of the poor, had not the *' gospel ministers of 
God" rouaed'them iato activity, and shamed them, into 
co-operation i. nor is this language confined to the- low- 
er class. The sentifloentB it expresses find numeroni 
advocates among the more respectable Prote^twts, and 
are rapidly extending to the whole body. Accordingly, 
their habitual respect for the dignitaries of the church, 
the universities, and those illustrious divines, whose 
names, some years ago, had never been mentioned bnt 
.with feelings of national pride and veneration, is notori- 
ously declining. The works of Bishop Tillotson, and 
Doctor Samuel Clarke, ,q^e now treated as waste paper, 
in&milies where they have been read, and admired, /or 
succeaaive generations; and the rambling effusions of 
" evangelical ministers" have superseded these impe- 
rishable monuments of ;;departed worth, rational piety, 
«ndexalted genius. Indeed, "gospelpreaching," "gospel 
preachers," Bible Societies, and the wonders, which Bibles, 
<^ witlwut note or comment," are producing, or about to 
^oduce, at home andabroad, are becoming tJie tavoudte 
topics of conversation. Every post is expected to bring 
mccounts of the conversion of the *' King of Persia," the 
" Mufti of the Tartars," and (but I must give this ges- 
.tleman all bis titles) of " his lowliness Cyril, Bishop of 
.Constantinople, of new Rome, and oecumenical patri- 
arch." His lowliness, and Uie mufti, we are ezulting- 
- Ijf told, are already members of the Petersburgh Bible 
.Society. The En^eror of Russia, it is devoutly liO|hed, 
is already a "■ saint ;" as the transition to Calyiniso), ^m 
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ilie cliaraeterutic piety of bis grandmothsr, which he in- ' 
herits in so emineat a degree, is ehort and Bmooth. 
Daily abo is looked for the "conversion" of some of 
'< the self-righteous bishops, and dignitaries of the 
QiBfch," and wonder is expressed why they have not 
already discovered more unequivocal symptoms of rege- 
neration. The opinions and conduct of the anti-Calrinist- 
ic clergy, from the primate to the curate, are freely can- 
vassed, and held out, in disadvantageous contrast with 
.'^ the pure precepts and humble walk" of the " gospel 
ninistere." The object of the former is " filthy lucre ;" 
ibai of the latter " the conversion of souls." The for- 
mer have " intruded into the vineyard to consume its 
fruits ;" the latter have t>een~ " sent to do the work of 
its Lord." The labours of the one are " labours of 
love" — " to reclaim the perishing sinner, — to pluck the 
ifire-brand from the fire ;" those of the others are labours 
of selfishness, of worldly-mindedness, of that charity 
wiuich begioa at home, and also ends there !" 



SECTION XVI. 

This is not a fancied representation : it is drawn from 
Teal life, the result of personal observation and of the best 
infbrmation. It is a foithful sketch of what is passing 
Around us, — a true copy of that mighty change, wkii^ 
the sentiments of men are undergoing, and which must 
fill with just alarm the friends of our religious and soci- 
al system. The danger, indeed, is not yet fully deve- 
loped ; .but it is not, therefore, the less real. It has not 
yet started up in full maturity and gigantic stature, 
braodishing its hundred arms, denouncing the hierarchy 
MS aBti<briftiRn, and the monarchy as anti-social ; but its 
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gtowth ia rapid j it is daily raceirit^ vMt nigtiintatiaiH 
ef strength ; it id hying Its j^ans, collecting itt eiieftki, 
estimating ita means, and foFmiflg its caloulati^u. Il* 
Cfaurcti is already in a 6tatd of blockade} the Amoafaii 
tidi Oalvlnistio nethodiits have throws their Unw of 
citcumvalhitiaB about her } oumepoua dsHeftions am 
daily taking place, and treachery is bu^y la the beu« of 
the garriaoB. THere the Intern Cahlntrts, with tht 
** gospd miDisters" at their head, have take* th^ Ma- 
tlw. It h against these mea, their c«iiiuiig, their *Ux- 
terity, their profeesieBs ofattaebnieot, their plauittlle •>- 
fcrior^ their anoeasing aetivity, and muterly M-gaoiW* 
tten, that the Tigilance of the EataUlshed Chufch ahoaM 
W pnnciimlly dtreoted. They have already got fM M *- 
ftkm <tf »any of oar pulpits ; and^ wherever they efctaiK 
a IbfittDg, teach Ae peopVe to despiae the received espH^ 
■atioHS ot the ohurob cateehiem, the beat ooDflientato** 
M aortptare, the sermons of our ablest divines; andax- 
hort them to read no book n^wtever, ex«e^ theirvwft 
religious tracts, and " the Bible, without note or cob- 
ment." j\gaiast human learning they are perpetually 
exclaiming as the^ wotst speaieg of ignorance, and the 
greatest obstacle to religious knowledge. Rejecting 
the Articles of the Church, as explained by her ewa di-* 
Vines, understood by her constituted authorities, and by 
^er general congregatioii, they afiix to them their mm 
interpretation, and call rftemWoei, exclusively, the Bite- 
blldied Church. Accordingly, they consi^r the greM 
body of the clergy, nobility, and gentry of Ae Ihiited 
Kingdom as downright heathens •, talk of them, ([tiM^ 
IbmiKarly, aa ^ outcasts and aliens from the eoismcn- 
wealth of Israel;" and, in the <* privata assemblies <kf 
the fhitfaful,'' pray for their Cottveraion with ttte b f tter o t 
devotion. Arrogating to themselves every venentMft 
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opldietf «^ck ean giro aotbarity to iiitrusi«i, or tiM ftp- 
aesruwe af nmotity to religieaa extravagance, they style 
tiMBtqlre* "ermagelical tBiaiatera, go^>el {treachery 
aarwuitaof Jahorali, sobs of God." By frequeat confevk. 
■■ecu, or, wkea these are imivaetieable, by a regalar 
^alalary eomspon^nce, they preserve an uaity orseR- 
tiiMat mai oan^uot. Hence, thoagh scattered over ere- 
i|e part ot the enpire, and indeed of the world, tkoir 
WOvemeDts are always simultaBeou^ syGtemitiQal, and 
vatfonn. Ta om great kadw they seen to be nadw 
■Iriet n^er^BatioB. Regalarly organized, eaefa bmh- 
ber perfiMFBU the part assigned him, he adTanca* er re- 
treats, he maaka hia moTements, or ostentatiouely displays 
them. As an important part ot their discipline, they 
learn to disguise their sentiments, to softes down on ob- 
noxious doctrine, to deny it in part, to abjure it in the 
whole, and afterwards to reassert it, as time and place 
require. The opinion of the bishop they adopt, in his 
presence^ itith seeming cheerAfla£SR^ 4od r^ect, in hia 
«l»«pce, witih unfeigned abhorrence. Ooctrinefi wbiclf' 
Biy «t4rtle tjie meek aod gentle convert, they carefoUy 
«t^pr«i« ; sod, %a the choseft (ew, alone) are rev«aA«4 
th« higher njatca-les of Calvinisn. In tha pulpit thej) 
tffCt ioPMsaotly descanting on t|w persecution, which, 
from M^ beginning of the world, the *' chiildrm of Ood" 
Iwre «uiei;ed in vuiou« shapes- from the '< dUldren of 
tlwdenl,'' and "continue to endure a* the present dfty, 
v4. M the vfry counixy we lim to." In tbei pulpit,, aJ^ 
iLOthiffc ^ ^ ™"*I* ^ object of a soe^ aa " your moral 
WNh" whom they pronounce " to be «ft wUova in ibn 
sight of Gad «s the murderer or Uie aMtecer." * Witb 
Omtk e^erji nan whoi8notaCBlTituati8"«n eneigiy to 
^ ^vwHtf^"' his religion is ^^ outward sheffR)" and lus.inO' 
f^lity « ^fflgl^ieaatBiwss.'' Abandoned to this « eqkfr 



rii^teousneu, to lip sernce, and jAernaifiB) pridcj" Ite 
ifl ao aboDaiaatioD in the sight of Him, who cane to save 
Ae chief of ainnen, — "the open and uodieguiaed profli- 
gate." To prelacy and prelates they harbour a rootad 
wrwioa, which tbey seldom (ail to impart to their con-^ 
Tarts ; aid,' by holy inrective against their diocesan in 
prirate, they atone for the homage, which, with appaiwit 
eheerfuloess, and real horror, tbey pay bim in pnl^e. 
In this picture the writer is not ooaseious of o\'erchai^iig. 
a single feature : he does not flatter ; hot neither . does 
be diatort : and for its justness he afq>eals to every can- 
did awn, who IttB atteativ^y examined the original. 



SECTION XVII. 

Is it then wonderful, that these aspiring priests — with 
their glowing enthusiasni, their unwearied zeal, their 
saint-like pretensions, and their experienced subtlety — 
suffered for years to practice without control on pub- 
lic credulity and religious feeling, — should have suc- 
ceeded in infusing into so many breasts the stern spirit 
of Calvinism? Is it surprising that their principles, so 
calculated to overawe the understanding, to flattei'the 
spiritual pride of man, to gratify his impatience of subor- 
dination to lawful authority, and to indulge his irorst 
passions in hating his *' unconverted" neighbours — 
should spread with a rapidity, which baffles calculation, 
through the Protestant community, and, if their progress 
be not speedily arrested, continue to spread till the whole 
mass of mind be infected? The time then is come, when 
all who are persuaded that the Bible is not a system of 



Methodieni, or Calrinism, should join with heart and 
hand to resist the spreading mischief. The progress of 
the evil is directly and indirectly assisted by the opera- 
tions of the Bible Society. ' The natural effect on the 
uncultivated mind, ofreading " the Bible without note 
or cooament," O)^ or written, is enthusiasm more or lees 
sublimated, according, to the temperament of the indivi- 
dual. Religious ideas and doctrines preseiitedto the 
.understanding,, without explanation, through the grou 
medium of ignorance, are obscure an4 indistinct: but 
by those very qualities, added to their highly i&t«%Btipg 
and awful import, they astonish and confound the mind, 
stimulate the imagination to its wildest flights, and over- 
power the reasoning &culty, which becomes altogether 
passive, or lends itself to give consistency to delusion, 
and some appearance of regularity to the chaotic mass 
of loose feelings, unreal images, and wild conceptions. 
Withinis felt an unusual heavidg, a swell of soul, avast 
expansion ef spirit; till the whole man is engrossed, mas- 
tered, impelled by sublime absurdity and towering 
frenzy. He has now lost all relish for that sound form 
of doctrine which he had learned from the received expo- 
sition of the church catechism, and imbibed from his 
old religious instructors. His vitiated taste rejects all 
spiritual nourishment, except fonatical dogmatism high- 
ly seasoned. His next neighbour, lately converted to 
Calvinism, finds him in this mood, convinces him in a few 
minutes of " the corruptions of the church," and intro- 
duces him to the next "gospel minister," by whom hiscoo- 
version is radically effected by a short conversation and 
a long sermon. These events, though of daily occur- 
r^ce in common life, are perhaps not discernible at that 
giddy elevation, from which peers and prelates survey 
-the movements of inferior mortals. 
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SECTION XVIII. 

Nor b it only by gtring the BfUe to tlie tgaonnt, hf 
eneoungiag tbem to read it ** without note or comment," 
and rely on tiieir own wreteked osderstRndingfl, that the 
miM&ief is done, and the ioterests of the church be- 
trayed. The vhc^e spirit of the Bible Society's opera- 
tions, and the, langqafe, which they allow themselTea 
and their adroeates to use, are calcnlated to throw As- 
creM and contempt on the labours of our nHtst learned 
dirinca, in ehicidatingf the inspired writings. If dM 
■acred oracles, without note or comment, be iatdl^iMe 
to Siterate peasanta— the commentaries, keys, esposi- 
tions, paraphrases, and sermons, of oar eminenrt ex- 
pounders of scripture, can be of little use to them, end 
of still less to the educated readers of Ibe BiUe. The 
voi^t of liocke, Taylor, Whitby, Patrick, Ijouth, and 
of hundreds besides, who employed all the energies of 
their powerfttl minds id elncidatiiig the Scriptures of 
troth, must be laid aside, as little better than obstacles 
in the way of Ote *' serious" iHblical stodait. Iliis 
sentence of ^tneriptioR muflt extend to tbe whole body 
of EogliBh divinity, eom(»ehendiB; the litnary reHiaine 
of Aose higbly^gifted indiTidusIs, whose works we 
vainly hoped would perish only with the eartii ittielC 
The Bible Society, in their speeches and reports, are 
perpetoslly tedltng credit to themselves tor «rciilatiag 
the Scriptores, ia their " naktd tmplicity — fiw difi^ 
ing '* the pure and umtdulterated went of GeiT — Ibr 
placing^ in Hie hands of every individiial '* the sneral 
text, unmixed with the thetrmes of men,'* — snd fbr eadea- 



vwiring to render t\& ioititutloii " more acceptable to 
tbeeet «lw» ere unwilliag to exchange tkeprophett, evow 
geliiUf amd 9poHle$t Jbr modem Iheotogtiea, a»d teho wiU 
Mat lubmil to take their faith upon trust, and to believe bjf 
prox^. The impartial reader it appealed to, whether 
this laoifuage^ in itl obvious spirit aod import, doei not 
tend to bring into disrepute our best commeDtatori oB 
the Bible. Does it not insinuate, tbat the lacred test it^ 
then only, in a desirable state of puHty, bod Bimplieitf, 
whea it IB exhibited *' without note 6t comment ;" but) 
when a commentary is annexed, that it i^ viflatod, or 
mixed with the doctrines of men? But who are tbee* 
ma? Who are tkese '* moderu tfaeologuesf" Are 
these mes, to lightly and sneeringly designated, tbe il' 
litstriou divines, whom we were ontie taught to venOrsts 
as the glory of our church and natioti, whose doctriBM 
were pure, whose lives were spotless, whose employ* 
atent Was piety, whose relaxation was philosophy, whose 
works were recommended to the youth of oar Dtiiveru* 
ties, aspiring to the ministry, as their befct guides in the 
difficult study of the sacred writings, and with whose 
poethumoos fiine are closely interwoven the safety, ata* 
bility, sbd reputatioii of that, church, of which, When 
alive, they were the proudest ornaments i Tbewonb 
above quoted, aud which embeltisb, or tarnish, alnaost 
every page of tbe Bible Society's reports, must astonish 
and afllict erery thinking man, sincerely attached to the 
gOBOiM doctrine and external prosperity of our natJooa) 
church. What ! are the ashes of the illustrious dead 
to be raked from their tombs, and scattered to the winds, 
for the gratification of the open or disguised enemies of 
our ecclesiastical establishment? Are their literal^ la- 
bours, their ardent zeal in the service of religious truth, . 
their patient and successful investigation of ttte sense of 



the Baered records — to be inetiUed with a flneer, or u^ 
sailed with a metaphor ? Where were the lords BpirHnal 
aod temporal who artf members of the Bible Society,— 
the beneficed clergy — the opulent commoners ; — where 
were the heads of ancient and illustrious 5imilies, whose 
ancestors braved danger, proscription, and death, in 
defrace of our civil and ecclesiastical institutions; — 
were tbey all absent from the general meetings of the 
association, when these irreverent words were written, 
spoken, read, and ordered to be printed i Now, it 
seems, if a biblical^ student consults the commentary of 
Locke, or Taylor, on the Epistles, to assist him in dis* 
coTering the meaning of the apostle, he is to be stigma- 
tized as a servile wretch, who " takes hie &tth upon 
trust, and believes by proxy !" If this imputation be 
&ir, where are we to look for intellectual independence? 
Not in this world, — not, at least, in civilized society. 
The use of commentators is perfectly consistent with the 
fullest and freest exercise of our understanding. If the 
understanding be not convinced, the gloss is rejected ; if 
it be, a new truth is acquired, which may not other- 
wise be discovered, and, in either case, an act of judg- 
ment is invariably exerted. Nor is any exercise more 
improving to the mind, than that of comparii:^ different 
conmentators with each other. If they disagree in opi- 
nion, the judgment of the reader is the arbiter of the 
dispute, hears the allegations of the parties, and, after 
mature deliberation, pronounces its free and final deci- 
sion. 
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SECTION XIX. 

. It cannot be denied, that the &thers of the church 
HQre straagely deficient in scriptural knowledge, and 
fitki the Bible is better understood, at the present day, 
than it bad been, at any period, since the first century 
of the Christian era. The labours of every preceding 
age, in interpreting the Scriptures, facilitated those of 
the subsequent; and every successive generation was 
anxious to increase tb^t stock of biblical knowledge^ 
.which had been transmitted to them by their forefathers. 
In the last ceqtury, the. progress was more than usually 
rapid-r— not only because its divines were more enriched 
by -the accumulated acquisitipna bequeathed to them by 
their predecessors, but because their superior literary 
and, scientific qualifications enabled them to conduet, 
with greater, efiect, their scriptural researches, ller^ 
we perceive the inestimable value of written comments 
on the sacred books, as it is by such only, that the dis- 
coveries of one age can be transmitted to the next. 
Hence it also appears, that the works of our '' modern 
theologues," as they are tauntingly styled, are the sum 
and substance, revised, enlarged, and retrenched, of 
whatever had been written in elucidation of the )l^ible, 
by the ablest divines of the universal church, in all ages, 
and are therefore entitled to respect, as monuments of 
sacjed knowledge, which have done honour, not only to 
our national Establishment, but to Christianity itself. 
The same historical fact also suggests an additional ax- 
gument against the opinion, so universally received 
9t99PS ^? enthusiasts;, so cordially embraced by th? 



Bible Society, and which is, indeed, the great, principle 
of their aBsociation — tbaVthe " Bible, without note or 
comment," is intelligiUe to the meaneBt capacity. Ifthe 
most pious and learned divines of the CbriBtian world 
had been zealously employed, for seventeen centuries, 
in ^wandin; ihe ScriptoreB,— -if so mucb remained to 
be aocomplisbed, in the way of intfetpretation, by tit6 
ditines of the eighteenth, — and if the subject bd not }et 
exhausted,— something more than a violent ptMtiMptttrt 
Mens to be established against the doctrine of seriptond 
p«rsplcnity. Here we have *' (Experience abd the ttiU 
deace of fkcts" on the broadest scale ;-^ere We have, ill 
effiwt, the universal church of God, arraigning the pM* 
stimptiott of the present age, and oppoting the expetiehik 
of eighteen eeutories to the erode dietuin of' mod«rli 
dreamers. Let us indulge the ftnutie tribe in dreato^ 
and risions, provided they confine to themselves theaif} 
gratiBcation ; but if, in complaisance td them, the etrta- 
blisbed clergy, also, will dream, let us endeaTOnr to dis^ 
sipate tbeir delirium, and rouse them AtriH the dAdljr 
and degrading slumber. 



SECTION XX. 

But the cotoUttaitM of the Bible 3ociety-^a« well ta 
its operations and language — is objectiofiabte OH grouada 
both of piety and prudence. To the view of the hflmH 
and indignant churchman, it presents a motley and pM- 
tentous confederacy, of hi^ops, socinians, deaitfi, deiMS} 
archdeacons, qnahers, ministers of state, jafflpers, wM^ 
tradesmen, toHes, metfaodists, Icstls, ** gttepil ftiitdttttt^" 
ranten, tnagisMteSjand antlpedobairtlBti. If the etd^ 
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iiai^tielit'liinettdftanis <n 'Safer umeB-7-^ttie bishops and 
iii^i^or tietgjf who H^onied the English and Irish 
churchep in .the reigns, of '^''iliiam, Anne, and the two 
first Georges, were now permitted to visit the scenes of 
their pastoraf Ibboure, would they not gaze at this moral 
Dhenoiiie'noh'wlth mute' astonishment' and intense ap- 
prehension ? .frben informed that the ohject of this om- 
nigenouti' cohiDination of characters so contrasted, of 
ppinlon's so' discordant, of feielings so repulsive, is to cir- < 
etilate tpe''Bi'ble universally among the' peasantry, with- 
holding froin them, at the eaine time, the means of un- 
derstanding it, whfch alone could give value to the gilt, 
—wbiildlhay not 'suppose that the laity, and, still more, * 
* theclergy of the Established Church, are labouring under ' 
some epidemic frenzy — some preternatural obliquity of 
intellect t What I associate with the eqemies of th^ 
(jhurch, to put the a-'Ao/e Bible, from Genesis to Reve- 
lationj deep, intricate, and voluminous as it is, into the 
hands of labouring peasants,' who, at btist, owe nothing* 
4b ediieation biit the mere technical operation of read- • 
injjf « Te(ll me youir company^ and I'll tell you who 
you are,", an homelf but judicious adage — is less inap- 
plicable, on' the presenjt occasion, thap,may seem at first * 
sigbt. The 'general meetings of the aociety-^-so favour- 
able to the most familiar , intercourse,— are held^ it ia 
true, l>iit once a year. But the members of the com^, 
mitteeS) who repres^nt^ not only the persons, but the. 
principles of iheir constituents, hold frequent meetings,, 
mnd maitit^ih a femiliar .and .UDf>roken intercourse with 
each other. 'S«(that the^ clergy and laity of the. Biblf^ 
Societies, wit^ th^ prelates and p^ers at their head, as- 
sociate freely and famDJarly, '' by proxy'* at least, with 
the rest of ^e party-coloiirvd community. Also, in the 






list of tubscritwB and.))e9«|bctprB,o«teat;^^Ofi)f. an- 
nexed to the annual reports, the names of sour sectaries 
and polished ilignitaries are ranged together, without 
any other precedence than what alphabetical order c*^" 
fere. " This solemn league and covenant," — thh liberty, 
and equality of the moral and religious world, fill the 
mind of the unbiassed observer of passing events wi^ 
gloomy apprehensions of dan^r, which time only can; 
reveal, in ihll maturity and distinct proportions. But^ 
without atteniptiog to draw. aside the forbiflden veilaf 
futurity, let us steadily view the effects which hav^o/- 
ready resulted, and are still resulting, from the constitit , 
tion of the Bible Society. A general penuasiou among i 
the lower and middle classes of prpteetants, that the opir, • 
nions of the methodists are not so objectionable as had 
been ' hitherto supposed, is the natural consequence of ' . 
this indiscreet and inauspicious union. \Vben the so- 
berest dignitaries of the church unite with hot-headed 
^enthusiasts, in promoting a lavourite religious project . 
originated by the latter, enthusiasm and dissent, it is j 
presumed, cannot be bad things. The clergy, also, have ' 
thus sanctioned by their authoritr, the opinion so oiU' 
yersal among enthusiasts, and"so Battering to their nu< | 
ritual pride, — ^that the Bible is intelligible, without aoj 
human aidf to every blockhead, liowever illiterete; or, 
why associate with fanatics for its general circnlati<ui,. , 
without making some provision for its ezplanatioB! , 
This deference to sectarian notions has exalted the en- 
thusiastic sects, in the eye of the protectant public, nod 
proportionably depressed th« clergy of the Establid' 
ment. The methodists, .of all denomiiJations, do not 
- fait to insinuate, that the eoncurrence'otthe clergy^.in 
their own fitvburite measure, was a concession extu^tetil 



froA -tte'^uMo^linng spirit of tlie cfaurcli, tfo longer 
abte, hi'tbia ''ft^ of ^race," to vindicate their loltjr 
prrteimibits to the exclusire right of public instruction. 
The)r are ^v reluctantly conrpelled, as is triumphantly 
aSBertfed,' to proclaim b; their actions, ' though their 
** pbarieiiica) priHe'' ■ ia not yfet sufficiently bumbled i<t 
Acknowledge in express words, that the prophets, aptf^' 
atles, ftiid ^vangethia, are better teAchers of Vital CUrlM- 
ntHttyi than-'*' lazy dignitaries, worldly rectors, and 
tlm«-«ie*ving cnrateB."* And who, 'it n asked, can feil tb' 
8«etfaat^ f thisis thefiftger of Godj" who dees net per^ 
dnte, that Vthe ffiadom^ of'tbe greet and the mighty of 
iA» eavdi is confounded by babes arid sucklings V 



SECTION XXI. 

■ ■ .1 ... 

Such is the language i^ men ** m^ty ni..'tt(e Scrip- 
tures," for they can repeat theni by rote ; and who quota 
them without mercy, because they are not at all solicit- 
ous about the fairness of the application. Acting on the 
principle of a forced conscription, they have pressed 
every text of the Bible into their service, and turned the 
natural battery of the church against the church itself. 
Meanwhile the clergy are bland^ A«d ubllgiitf^, andtimid, 
and teniporizing:-t6ey-woul(l,inoHify tkteir adveniariM 
with kind words, and^aliber»l demeanour: they-ifMld^ 
disarm the C^lriaistsby leaviflgthe ^'gospel preeeberi^ 
in pDBseiaion of the churches,- iato wbich they have son 
reptitiously ci'ept : but this tetnperizii^ spirit will not' 
avatlj Ttf«se a[Hritual warripro -will not" relax '>their 
» X 4 



•ffiirUi>tiMtke,f|tajidRr^of Calsin.fli«ton evfiirj !^n,ift 
Ui^ united J[i|igdon)i,, TJie(Wrrwi4of.{ti4hli(vppiiiK>nJii;% 
K^ireadjr set ja egainetUte Estftbli^e^ Chucfti.. aiwl.'tii^' 
B^e.Soi^iety, 'whethe;r the pre^tes mjUfps it or not, -h' 
unqneMioni^y coovert^d ifito,Aji en.9inb f«r it* 
vpBlBi^cTifK. Tbia, vig^ jiiave be«B foresee. The 
coo^q.uence of an aUiance ^tweea religious knowtedsft 
aii4 spfa-itu^ dpliriuio, — ^ween tranf[uil opulence, and' 
4apJiriqg,iqd^g8nce,~TTC0uId.B0t be douWal- &! a «f)n:i 
Wsi<W J^^^an raea w)io bod evAy thiqg to lo«e, audi 
ilptbi[^,ta,gft>ii) withiuPPKho bad everything to gsii^. 
and aotbing:it9 l9s«, -ther^epuldbenowc^rocfttiao'f^ 
interest; ,The letter might drbw prizes, the fariner c»ttid 
only draw blanks in the unequal lottery. Now, how* 
ever, retrospection is vain, — for the convention is rati- 
fied. But it may not be yet too late to cancel the un- 
equal and degrading -c^pftct ; and, by a series of mea- 
sures, equally wise and prompt, rescue the church from 
the folly of her mistaken friends, and the machinations 
o^ik»Kafl*n'andaei;pct«BMMe8. 



SECTION XXJI. 



.hQnitbflfor«ign.(^dr«tionHQf the sasfldation, it is yH^ 
pPtmaturti^to bazard ^de opinion- with, any degree of con- 
fidcttce. ,- jBjef^eeting thiB JKFtbf the.sujiject, our infbrM 
ttBtic4i.WiIi»it0d| our'fiiiitti aM fbw^.aed pfcrsoual ob- 
semrationiis Altogether excluded. . I^ -bawBrer,^ the snae 
of , thS sactled records be inaeonaibte,: without: esplaap-i 
tiontoourowo^pdiuantrfpwesan scarcely expect it will 
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b««ie^CB8(yty explored bi^-the 8«mlbaHbrtib4 'pofn^-i 
i\iih of ibe heathen tfnel Mahometan- nattoD^. <'The 
thicltie9t"c'fotids of prejudice most be dissipated b&l'orcr 
any tohsJdfci-al!^ number, even of the literati of tifoJtf 
couotHes, can. be prevailed on ta examine tlie-SdilliiiiinM 
ivitb patient impartialit J, and give the c&use of 'Cbrilrt-^ 
^it7 a &ir hearing. And 'should they, in opi^sititib'YoI 
this-fir^Judiee, enter serionsly, tend honeBtlyj upbti At 
study of the Bible, they wDl soon feet the wadt, hot oniy 
of "notes and comments," bat also Of the ineans ^ as^ 
ixrtainitigtke aatbenticUy of the sacred records. ''Baf 
neifher of these are they likely to obtain fi'om the Bible 
Society, who have already exploded notes and cemments 
oa the BKile, and by whomthe proofs of its authenticity 
also, will probably be pronounced unnecessary, in conl- 
pliment to the enthusiasts, in whose judgment, inspira- 
tton is the only comment on the Scriptures that can be 
relied on, and the only evidence of their authenticity. 
But 'it may not unreasonably be apprehended, that the 
*' King of Persia," the " Mufti of Crimea," the' *' hea- 
then princes of Siberia," and other exalted friends and 
patrons of the Bible Society in the eastern wOrld, ivill 
sbon shrink fVom the toil of investigating, without note, 
comment, or inspiration, the sense of the sacred records. 
T^ey will, I doubt not, open the magnificeot volume — 
file gift of the Bible Society,— admire the beauty of its 
ty7ography,'its external splendour, aud, while novelty 
(ibBr,ms, order some of the bvoured persoifBgea who are 
£dmitted intd their august presence, tb raad to them oc^ 
casionally a'few of^s pages for the gratification of theii' 
"'sublime anS royaV ^riosity." But few, it is feared, 
will'fbHdwtheeitanipIeof Sabat: few will be found to 
e'nter seriobsTy upon the study of the '' Bible without 
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ppte DC comnoit," ^ ftn^er b4U ito aacerteiii its doc 
trioes, infbibe iU spirit, ind .fioipprebevd .4ke ^rand 
•pliame of theChristian diapenMtioa. Tbe gre((t.tri(mplw 
of iQhristtsnity over lie«theiiisin, idolatry, and iafidel- 
Uff have be«Q atchieved, ia «U ages, by preechwg tba 
scriptore, by expovmimg the scripture, by pr««6ing ill 
inompatous truths, witb the clearness and anergy of on) 
ifJl^stration, on the attention of a reluctant and uwbt' 
lievinf world. By force.of arms, also, tbe pale of Cbriirt^ 
iaoHy has been somewhat enlarged iapppositioo fo-Hs 
■pint, and its interests occasionally promoted by otkw 
meaas less illegitimate. But op history records any oeit* 
siderable conquest over Heatheoisn or JUtabotpetaDisia] 
by the mere iDstrumentality of the Bible ; — a. iact strwigr 
ly corroborative of i^ position which I have been,, all 
along, endeavouring to establish — that the Scriptures 
are *' hard to be undetBtood." The commission wbieH 
the apostles received from tbeir divine Masfer was 'f go—* 
preach the gospel toeyeryjcraature:" not a wordof *<ci^ 
culating the Bible without note or comment." Aad, 
though the. Scriptures were translated into various laD- 
guagOB, and copies of ^eai multiplied, in the early »gi» 
of the Christian church, we have reason to think tbey 
were designed for the use of belie.vera, not of unbelievers 
— for .perscins already cooY^ft^^l .to Christ^ sanity, not tot 
those irhoyet remained to.be cpnverted. K tlfe circalatioii 
of the Bible ffer-e the, right ^lode of coifvertipg thQ.J)i^- 
ihen,m;iy Wjiynotbe permit.t«d,t9 suppose^ that,. in the af 
rangentent of -Providei^if^,. t^^ invention of 'proitiBf 
ypuld have preceded tbe jprpmplg^n pf .Cbriftiaoity, 
i^ thip ciojulstion might, thus, be <?lieapij-,„eii84yi,wid 
r??i^,Iy . effectec) : ^P^ec;iall)[, f^ Qod coi^4 ^W-Mtei- 
f}^l\ ^,"^5*^ n)ir^M|loiJs ^ppi^rs to„t^e sacred, .nolumej 
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ai to tb6 ptifebiis oPtbe apostles ? But tlw " fiiUoeat of' 
tltiie" for the appearaivce of him wiro was to be " a light 
to H^hten the gentiles" was long antecedent to the era 
of printing ; because, as may be humbly presumed, a 
Bible, however fairly printed, would be a " sealed 
book" to the heathen. Hence, it can scarcely be doubt- 
ed, that preaching is the appointed way for the coover- 
«ioD of infidels. The efibrts of modern missionariee, 
however, have not been successful in proportion to their 
zeal ; from whence we may conclude, that they have been 
defective in qualification, if not injudicious in conduct, 
or that the liations of the earth av not yet ripe for the 
general reAeptioriof Christianity. The zeal, however, 
oT all these missionaries has been unquestionable, and 
the religious attainments of many, highly respectable. 
When, therefore, such men have failed, who can ex- 
pect success from the circulation of the Bible in its 
" naked Bimjilicityf" 



SECTION XXIII. 



Ai to the circulation of the Scriptures, in foreign na- 
tions, within the pale of Christianity, it ia sufficient to ob- 
serve— ^that wherever the supply of Bibles is inadequate 
to the real wants of thecountry, the evil, especially when 
it springs from the poverty of the people, ought to be 
remedied. This the Bible Society, with a laudable li- 
berality, have done in many instances. B|it they push 
their liberality to a vicious excess. Not content with 
providing a Bible for every churcb, every clergyman. 



mnd every individual capable of uii^r8t|Ui^!P|g; j^^ ^y 

attempt to supply iitejattcied ivant^, of ey9^y,.|]^f|spnt^ 
ifce ' community," Nay, one. of their bydya^m^in,^, 
correspondence, that he can never be hajppy^^jt eyepjr 
man and woman in Sweden has a Bible. In the^ltlkiie- 
p'ort of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 19 j^^ateif a 
rabst important fact, namely — " that thei^ a,t;e nwi{e, 
marks of a religious diaposition, directed to ^^ ^^jier^ 
object of worship, among the Icelanders, tajieo »^.a,Iw- 
dy, than among any other people in Europe : a^ .that 
they are well acquainted with the e^rieml t^o^ie^isof.i^B 

, sacred volume." Doubtless the'riBa4erwi,)^i|]pE^^ Aajl 
the Bible must have been ^'an jamate of fg^^niy-^jutfiae.. 
and cottage" in Icelan<I., But hpw great/ir.iU.:^i9| ■*"■ 
toniahmeiit be, when infornfed by the Bible S.ocii^ it- 
Belf— '' that there were only two or three ^.ibl^f in tMlo 
parishes ; in one populous 'pariah tK\n^ at^allj t\a^ tjiat 
one clergyman liad been seeking, in vqin, ta qHafH a pi- 
blejbr the long period of seventeen years!" Whatapreg- 
nant fact is this \ The roost pious, amiable, and orderly 
nation in Europe with (scarcely more Bibles than pa- 
rishes! How strikingly does this fact exemplify the 
opinion, for which 1 have baen all along contending? 
Here we have a practical proof, that the common people 
may be excellent Christians, though the Bible is not an 
" inmate" of any " cottage." And if for several years it 

. bad been " an inmate ot. evert/ cottage," v,ho will take 
* upon himself to Bay, that the Icelanders would not now be 
a' rabble offrantic enthi^siasts, uncharitable bigots, orspi- 
ritual dreamers, instead of the most' devout, amiable, and 
enlightened peasantry in Christendom ; but any observa- 
tions on this valuable fact only weaken its eRect. More 
forcible than eloquence, it^thus admpnis^bes Uie Bibt^ So- 
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ci«t; : — ^You great reformer of manliiiul^ giy^ the- alK)v«- 
mc^tiQiied clergyman the liest Bible in your collection, 
He deserves it ; and knows how to transfuse its spirit 
jnto the hearts of his hearers. But spare the peasant^of 
Iceland, — spare the happy flocli whose pastor he is, and 
whose wants he so well supplies. For them he prepare* 
their spiritual food ? for thep he draws water from iht 
foifolain of life. Suffer him to do so still ;' for, afasl 
fhejf .want strength to draw the one, tke^ want ^kiH ** 
|)^pare ^lif other. Countermand then 4fa# ortl^rs yoii 
hare issued. Withhold yoiir intended gift. On tb« 
luxuriant pasture they ma^.droop, tbeymay decline, they 
may die : or, in wanton wood, rove without conti;o1> 
^nd disregiard the voice of the ^epherd. 



SECTION XXIV. 

But I must not withhold from the Bible Society, my 
humble, yet sincere tribute of unqualified approbation, 
for their noble efforts in promoting translations of the 
Scriptures into all the languages of the heathen and 
Mahometan world. This is an act of unparalleled sub- 
•limity in the conception, and generosity in th6 execution. 
That X can, on this occasion, echo the plaudits of the 
most determined admirers of the Bible Society, without 
suspicion or flattery, is to me matter of high gratifica- 
tion. To every independent prince on earth, whethei^ 
Pagan or Mahometan, a superb Bible, in his own lah- 
g^uage, should be sent as a present, from the sovereign 
of the united kingdom ; and every man of letters, in 
those benighted regions, ought to have it in bis power 
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tt'imtctire t'^copy of the tio\y Sdiptures^slibuld curio- 
tfity ever i^xcite him to an exaraination of theii' contents. 
Tiiie grand measure may lead to important results. 1b 
order to its accomplishnient, various languages, hitherto 
but lillle known, must be learned, — grammars arid vo- 
eatiulartes will be composed, — and the acquisition of 
these tongues by Europeans rendered practicable; or 
Ibetlitated. Between Christians and unlielievers, vill 
thus be opened a freer intercourse, which maygradu^ty 
fntrodMce aAohg the latter the rudiments of our arts, of 
wur literature, of ourcivil polity, arid of our religion: 
and these seeds, however sparingly scattered, may ita- 
perceptibly ripen into the kindred blessings of' cirilizs- 
tion and Christianity.' But any attempt to circulate the 
Scriptures, among the great body of the pecple, seems 
liable, on many ucconnts, to serious objections. We 
should be, instantly, suspected of a design of subverting 
the eBtablished superstitions. This would be consider- 
ed a prelude to the political subjection of the natives. 
Their national pride would be wounded; their hatred 
of every thing Christian exalted to a pitch of despera-; 
tion ; and the Bible, now, perhaps, an object only of 
indifference, regarded with feelings of the bitterest 
abhorrence. Thus, it is extremely possible, that the. 
Bible Society, by a system of injudicious and precipi- 
tate measures, may retard for ages the general recep* 
tion of Christianity, if, in the counsels of Providenc^i 
that glorious even! be led dependant on human agency, 
or wcond causes. 
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SECTION XXV. 

Bui where is this circulation of Bibles to end ? The 
principle it proceeds on is indefinite ; are the operations 
of the aocietf to be indetiiiite aUo ; or are both to be li- 
mited only by the ends of the earth f Without a Tiolation 
of consistency, or an avowal of bankruptcy, the efforts 
«f the association cannot be discontinued, till the Bible 
ifl an " Inmate of every ctfttao^" or wigwam on the globe. 
Bnt what a prospect does this open to the view ;— inter- 
minable expense, endless labour, new financial expedi- 
ents! The revenue of the society, even now, is drawn, 
^rhapa, t^om no legititnkte source. It is drawn, I fear, 
from the fund appropriated to the relief of the indigent. 
Every member, when paying his subscription or donation, 
considers himselfas contributing to a charitable purpose. 
-Bat the aggregate amount of the sums annually contri- 
1>ute<l for charitable purposes, by no means increases 
with tbe increased number of objects among whom it is 
to be distributed. Men are rather misers than spend- 
Ibrifts, in the exercise of this amiable virtue. If a new 
object of charity, or what is so considered, start up, and 
is liberally attended to, the former objects fare more 
scantily. ' Different charities interfere with each other. 
If n^en subscribe to the Bible Society, they will be leas 
liberal to other charities. Thus considerable sums ar^ 
diverted into a new channel, which would otherwise flow 
into the treasury tif the poor. Surely, this cannotl^ 
right. *< Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, instruct 
the ignorant," said the great founder of our religion : 
circulate "Bibles without note or comment," sajs the 
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Bible Society. Yet it U Ttot cerbm, that Bibles, without 
suitable explanations, will make the lahouring poor bet- 
ter Christians ; but it is quite qertain, that food and rai- 
ment will fill the souls of the suffering poor with glad- 
nee*, and prolong the existence of a &mi^luBg ^)|ow 
creature. It is also certain, that. works of lprc-^y;e« 
natural tendency to ex»ite in the h:eartapf'thpw<i'B«¥ 
the purest afiections; such a8,^atit,^^e -to their. eartUy 
benefactors and to the ultimate Giver of all good ;-^7-a0ec- 
tions, perhaps, long extii^uish^d by|he preestfrp ofi^iitr 
fortune and human unkinduesa. l^ltus It^B* mag *ev4^t 
thebreastj religion revive; aq^ all the feeUlffs pf; i^fce 
man and the Christian rush into adoration. Can tti^.Bi- 
ble Society calculate how muck, good, — bow mnchjpfife 
religion — their institution has o;bstructed.ii]f this -W^j/; 
can they calculate - hpw .miieh,_iit |W;Ul Qhstri^ct,., bfifl" 
every "cottage" on earth ia furnished with (^, B^Je? 
Their revenue nowanwiMnts to^^Op,pOOa ye8r,;-;«ED,im> 
tnensesum in theeyeof any ^qvereign i^ Eurofi^ except 
oitt!. What a sum to divert from the relii^f of. die;poor, 
in a seat^on of unprecedeatetj distcess, wh^^v!qq;tbe 
proprietor of widely-exl^odgd . doiiiaiqs.c^n,, pcarflely, 
command a sum sifificient to diachaj^gje t)ieh|l^of a aff^v- 
ing tradesman; when the imporbLtpate qry^^f hv^gsK ;f|s- 
eails the ear on evpry side, in tjiei^iidst of pleiUyrr^f^f nijr 
which mocks the eye, aJid eludes the,gi:a4p of p.eanyW& 
iadigence ! On jnei).,tott«ring;jfito;paitperi4ip,l.Ufl^tler<ttie 
pressure of thp time?, a, ■eonsi^^n^blpj ^a^f.)0£tti}p,v46t 
eura is levied, i>y ineaiJS.of ]pibU rmaoGJMiwiiW pWWjH*- 
week- societies, pAfocbial coatribi)tifHis, ViffP^fte^^eflcfa^ 
iiig," artful, flattery, and ceaseless ,ppp|ortspitiy!.i,'|fhe 
hard-earned half-^rown— the frujt pf p^i«OtrWWit||ld«-'— 
i^ elicited frOQi th^, J^acktkxf^af] pfif;)^ of,[Mt<(dai^leD-'of 
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labour, whose eulogy is pronounced, and generosity re* 
cord^ in the reports of the Bible Society ! I do not ]ike t 
this : it is at variniitfe.'ViOi ou^Wst ftdmga. But wha^ ■ 
if the whole system of the Society be an illusion, — wha^ 
ifttifirt«*9Wnf!*pV?firt^f iPTOKpflratitw* b|^eiwwS«U8, 
■«n(»«ftif*f"t***>iB*W% Pfteff iai,i,ift.*;1»q(ik. HJlftrd,:f(i!4>4» 
nifl4QWtp»^f :«pA)WSt»(*ilite ',<ii«kfi.8implicitj)^li ^' 
Hie ^K^B^lpf.tM-^^qip^ajpQopWtrbiSaa^ iwhatittelfr 
wft ^mii^^.i^^e'^-y-fi #fli#e»ieir«Boe mnleRstMtB^taiifi 
ingfWly, *p:fcBii|!pt! jftligi9i»ii8lHBi»iiift.(be naUiitadp^FM« 
wh^ti sbRlLn^ E^47 !<^,<bpb''«tipp»rtis^ thee^-itaeasHnmnn^ 
y9^.M^mfi^^wioef,pqrts^■,vo tliosei *Jio kaxe imt Iftt)^ 

mi^Yi.tbffyA'^ "^^0* andtber^fdrt'Mallihte; Jwi Itbav 
«W-.iPfitheji8i»ceri(y of our hearts^'f^Batfcerv torgiw 
tlwintjf^^'.thiiy.liQow.Bflt'whdt tbeyiJo.?' -' ' . -.m.'j< ii.- 
. That themenher^ oC the church,' for. it is wit&'tlttnw 
Qi^y ,t, W^vld. expostulate, and particularly 'the'«l«rg|p 
TK^jh^ve j^ioedjth^ Bihlei Sdcietyjareifqdert&e-lnllU't^ 
^iKe;0|f,itl#§ion, is i(MlM)jtMvertij)le;.if Kh^twHtu-oi! tU«9» 
^^iPtm-M^^h.f^y^^'^ tifP]f>pouibt^:b«aiot Umsdfithe 
^v^i.qf.AUusi.^n.^iiiBi^llte C8n-lio«estly:aflb:ni,'<t^al;ib« 
lia^,t^t{n,Ui!eilyw^ch«dithB'pEdgrefi»bfilhe:BiMe3i)cie!ty 
lj>'>Sll)iiM:>^inii^tioo«,'«tadtUa<:o{.the->etitImih3t8,:esJ 
Mfjatty. .tH " ■ eya«g«lieal min^tttrB^fW-tfrni. hd h^s ijn 
va^}9i>\y giiQajidei^ia^piAioai on^ctoprdleiilelAfifer.the 
mfyf.pPft«.,:to hi»<«wnr.obsen'at<Mi,i pattiy derire^fiion; 
ggSfi^ h\st0yt -the reports of the Bible fiode^y, ithe 
{H^lifffitjfmp ofi Ubi fneads, . emd firequent cohverntiob 
' V4tj|fit9admiif»jn;— ^tthat'hehnsahrays'JistoaediwitJi 
stc^QS suspicitoo itoiltiM statements aod ia8inuati(»s of'ife« 
eBe^SS..:".* i; 1 ■ 111.- ■■■■;■ - ■ • .■■ ; 
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SECTION XXV*. . ; 

. Tb« 07 of «tlie cbureb' li In ding^," hUb^ n^M^, 
though fe^ly, in Ei^bD^c ci^ aoitietinf^sheuJtirjW 
'oat any eiifBciMit cbuW^ and ' foe' ofttn etiiploj^d aS tiitf 
^Mtcfa-wnrd of Ihctioit:' but' l|evt<r^-B!t)ce (lie da^B of 
£aad, has it been uttered witft more triftfa thila at pre- 
sent; and the slif^'iwpre^ieM', which the al&rnk seeni* 
toliamnade, can beaeeoiinte'dlbr, only, fromtiiem^' 
Bitlde Of the dangfer. A grwi p«rt of the Pratettant 
popnlatioB is dready )«ft to the ehwreh ; a great ptfrt is 
neutralized, or itioditating a deletion. The formet do 
Mt echo tfw cry, heeiuge tbey are pleased at t&e Act it 
announces ; the latter are eil^Ht fV^itt a principle of in- 
dtffereaoe. -The clergy overawed^ perhaps, by "the 
sigfiB of the timet," Ttguroufily preebed by ttieir enemies, 
and Teehly inpported by their friends, preserve, in gen^ 
eiml, a guarded rilence, as if'atVaid'of the sound ortheir 
own. Toieei ; a^d affect to de^lstf a ^Hger which they 
want Courage to encotinter. fbb danger, however, i* 
felt, if tM acknowledged; and (he only rational qiiea- 
tion is, bofw its approach is to be rtitahled, or its attach 
rqwUdd. '. Mea»Hi%B of preveiitMn hin^e been freqaedffy'. 
su^gcdted to the church, by ther^ets of her frinids/ 
and reprotiebei of her •oiemiiHi A mere vigilmt inspee- 
tion on the part of thejbisbops — more zea^ in the dis* 
charge of thefr cliericaf functions, on the part of thai 
in&rior clergy, are strongly recMnmendfed. OflkiaT 
supineoeas is affirmed, with loo mach truth, toperrado 
every part of the system ; and the want of a more appro- 
priate education, for youth aspiring to the ministr}:^ 
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■ Feeling lamented.*- In .^nglffa^,. and p9fti<;!«larly in 

■ the 4>«trict pf the ,[n^opolis,. t|||:paroclii^l cburcfc^^in 
iome parts^s, is incajpable, w£ are told, lOf contaifliMB 
.one twei^eth^rt of the pfrish^ners; in QtWi*^ >i% ^ 
too rem^ froo} thfi great ii^g8,of popuIaJji^t|i,,|,MwM'j 
the necessity of building new churches, enlarging. I 
others, subdividing parishes, and increasing the nmnbCr 
of olBciating ministers. These meaHures can be Effected 
by epis^pal energy seconded by legislative eniictments, 
which may remove the obstacleg arising fron the selfish- 
ness of incumbents, the rights of patronage, and the^ 
operation of poor laws. But this subject has been dis- 
cussed, at large, fin various publicatione, some of which 
feelingly detail |lie present state of the (hurch, ascribe 
its danger to the want of churches and church room, to 
the worldly l^abits and spiritual somnolency of many o^ 

' its functionaries, and to a general laxity of ecclesiastical 
discipline. These evils — and they are^erious ones- 
doubtless exist, though not surely in the degree as^ 
signed; and are justly numbered among the causes of 
-that grooving defection. Scorn the banners of the church 
to the standard of dissent, which threatens* the former 
4rith such imminent dai^^. There is, however, another 
and a powerful cause of danger, not only to the Estab- 
lished Church, but to Christianity itself, as a reasonable 
service — the agencit of the bible societv. 'Ihis 
agency, and its ruinous tendency, it has been the main . 
object of the writec of these pages to develop. How far 
be has sucdieded the public must determine. ' That, • 
however, be has endeavoured to call the general atten- 
tion to ^subject, ill his eyes, of awful importance, is 
to him matter of pleasing reflection. By. these short 
and imperfect hijots others .jhay^TQUsed to a discus. 
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aitm of 'Che ^Hestltrii, fAoee geRnit^sncI Ieimr,e mayi^^ * V. 

ftiuRl the 9u1:^«et to Itt jUKf dintei;«oi)B by' Sane <^ Bi^H ; 

ifteat, anc> I'^icity'dr illu!!tration. The services of (h« ; 

% d^ai^ wlio, b)'- soun|ing tb^ Blarm, «wed ft6 eUadeV •'* 

• 'tea a surprise, %«i'e not 4eemal«6iitSeiB|ttttilfc. ' ,* 
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